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Crotchets and quavers ...
Repeats of the long-running Radio 4 

programme Desert Island Discs have 
revived memories of a link between the ac-
tor James Fox and Bolsterstone Male Voice 
Choir.   Fox, whose brother Edward is also 
a well-known actor, lived in Oughtibridge 
with his family for about six years in the 
1970s after he had taken a long break from 
acting to join a Christian group called the 
Navigators, working in the Sheffield area.  
He took an interest in the local music scene 
and when he recorded Desert Island Discs 
in April 1983 with the programme’s creator 
Roy Plomley, he chose the choir’s recording 
of Oft in the Stilly Night as one of his eight 
discs.  He describes us on the programme as 
“a well-known choir”. The Fox family lived 
in a big house near the then Monty’s motors 
and the actor and his wife were involved in 
the local youth club. When Stuart Ralph 
heard the re-run programme he told fellow 
bass Stephen Clark who wrote to the BBC 
asking if we could feature the clip on our 
website.  The corporation replied this would 
cost at least £1,500 and suggested we used a 
link to the Radio 4 archive instead for free. 
Stephen  has posted his correspondence 
with the BBC in the news archive on our 
website and also gives the link to the pro-
gramme and exactly how to fast-forward to 
the song. Alas, the much-lauded solo by Alf 
Walker is not included. That can be heard 
on our first vinyl record, Hail Bolsterstone. 
James Fox’s son, Laurence, is an actor. Father 
and son appeared together in an episode 
during the third TV series of  the Morse 
spin-off, Lewis, in which Laurence plays 
Lewis’s sidekick, James Hathaway. Laurence 
was born in Yorkshire in 1978. 
                                       =
Cyril Cherry send his regards to choir 
members and reports that his chest trouble 
has eased but his eyesight has deteriorated 
to the point that he cannot return.  This is 
a great shame.  Ninety-one-years-old Cyril, 
who lives in Penistone, has been one of the 
choir’s most popular members and has sung 
with distinction in the top tenor section, for 
which he was line steward,  for 47 years.  A 
true, lovely gentleman who will be greatly 
missed. We send every best wish to Cyril 
and his wife Norah.
                                        =
It was no surprise that there was excellent 
support from choristers for the funeral in 
August of Glynn Davies, a highly popular  
member who had left the choir because of  
his lung condition. There was always laugh-
ter in Glynn’s presence. We miss him.

Cantor

Issue No 3

Sun-blessed Golf  Day takes 
our charity score to £5,115

Choir chairman  
Mick Siddall 
presents a cheque 
to John Friend, of  
St Luke’s hospice, 
flanked by Golf 
Day organisers 
John Siddall and 
Brian Pigott

ANOTHER successful Golf Day 
on a warm July day took our char-
ity fund-raising so far this year to 
an impressive total of £5,115.
  Stocksbridge Golf Club was bathed in 
sunshine as players competed for prizes 
and the day was rounded off with a con-
cert by the choir in the evening, a raffle 

and an auction conducted by former choir 
chairman Frank Milnes.
  The event was organised by top tenor 
and committee man John Siddall and fel-
low top tenor Brian Pigott, in his 22nd 
successive year of making Golf Day ar-
rangements.  Dransfield Properties, the 

Fox Valley developers, gave £1,000 to-
wards prizes, local businesses sponsored 
the 18 holes and there were generous do-
nations for the auction and raffle.  John 

Friend, of St Luke’s hospice, received 
a cheque for £1,600 from choir chair-
man Mick Siddall who praised St Luke’s 

nurses for their exemplary palliative care 
given to his late wife Carol.
  First prize for best golfers was won by 
the foursome led by the golf club’s green-
keeper  Wayne Lazenby, second were 
Mick Siddall’s team and third were John 
Siddall’s four.
  On-the-day help was given by choir 
baritone Horace Boothroyd and choir 
vice-president Gordon Webster, of Castle 
Farm, Bolsterstone,  who also sponsored 
two holes.
            £1,250 for Weston Park
  Earlier charity events raised £1,000 for 
a village church restoration in Warwick-
shire, £1,250 for Weston Park at a joint 
concert with Worrall MVC at the Central 
United Reformed Church in Sheffield 

with Dutch choir Route 66 as guests, and 
£1,265 for the Sheffield Hospitals Charity 

‘Let’s Cure Myeloma’ appeal at a concert 
in Crookes organised by choir member 
Chris Howard and his wife Caroline.

Hole sponsors:
1 A Webster & Son
2 M&S Carpet and Upholstery 
Cleaners
3 Genfab
4 PA Jewellery
5 TDR Transmissions
6 Stocksbridge Golf  Club
7 M V Rabjohn
8 P H Jones
9 J Crawshaw
10 A Webster & Son
11 JCT 600
12 Bradfield Brewery
13 Cock Inn, Oughtibridge

14 Safe Style UK
15 Royal Oak, Deepcar
16 Dransfield Properties
17 Signs Xtra
18 Chairman’s Challenge
19 Castle Inn, Bolsterstone

Auction donors:
Wortley Golf  Club
Hillsborough Golf  Club
Worksop Golf  Club
Royal Oak, Deepcar
Cock Inn, Oughtibridge
Stocksbridge Golf  Club
Mick Siddall

We must aim high, members say in survey
RESULTS of a members’ survey over-
whelmingly support the choir’s revived 
policy of entering competitions.
  The “It’s Your Choir” survey, organised 
by Stephen Clark, a retired banking exec-
utive who sings in the bass section, shows 
that our 70 members are aiming high and 
want to see more silverware on display at 

the choir’s headquarters, the Castle Inn.  A 
lull in competing will end when we take 
part in the North Wales Choral Festival in 
Llandudno  on Nov 4th. It is one of the 
country’s leading choral competitions. 
  Members said in the survey that rehears-
ing for competitions kept them on their 
toes and improved their performance 

in concerts. Choir chairman Mick Sid-
dall said: “Stephen has done a great job 
with the survey. It has given the members 
a chance to say what they think and the 
main message from them is: ‘we’re up for 
the challenge’.” 
  All members will receive a copy of the 
final report on the survey.

Hundreds to take part in 
first Valley Music Festival
An idea by Bolsterstone Male 
Voice choir to hold a music festival 
to embrace all the district’s talent is 
to become a reality.
  The Valley Music Festival — an all-
day event — will be held at the Ven-
ue, Stocksbridge, on Sat March 24th, 
2018.  It is a joint presentation by the 
choir and Inyerface Arts, who have ex-
perience in promoting and organising 
similar events, headed by community 
musician, soprano and teacher Hilary 
Osborn who lives in Deepcar.

  Hundreds of musicians of all ages will 
be involved.  Although Stocksbridge and 
district has a long, rich cultural history, it 
is thought that this will be the first time 
that so many  groups have performed to-
gether.
  Groups, including local schools, will 
perform throughout the day culminating 
in an evening concert with a diverse pro-
gramme.
  Proceeds from the ground-breaking event 
will go to local community groups. People 
attending the daytime performances will be 
asked for a donation. Admission to the eve-
ning concert will be by ticket and will feature, 

among others, Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir, 
Waldershelf Singers and Steel Valley Beacon 
Arts. Young performers, groups and soloists 
from the Stocksbridge area and a local band 
will also take part.
   Hilary Osborn said: “This is a huge event 
by the community for the community.  It is an 
exciting project and we are pleased to be able 
to use our networks and bring our experience 
to help develop and manage the event. The 
people of this valley have so much talent to 
offer and this event will celebrate the fact. It is 
also important to bring young and older musi-
cians together.”   Local schools will be asked 
to take part in a  competition to design a logo 
and posters for the event.

Fran Wells conducts the choir at Fox Valley’s first birthday celebrations in June. More pictures inside



Young singers and those a 
little older joined together 
in June to celebrate the 
first birthday of the Fox 
Valley shopping centre. 
Dransfield Properties MD 
Mark Dransfield cut the 
cake after our choir and 
Deepcar Junior School 
choristers had entertained 
the crowds.

Photographs: Sharon Scott
Old and young  

celebrate Fox Valley’s 

first birthday

Choir’s
darkest day 
to be marked 
by service 
and concert

THIS autumn marks the 70th 
anniversary of a tragedy that befell 
Bolsterstone Male Voice choir, made 
national headlines and left a deep and 
lasting impression on the locality.
  A service and a concert later the same 
day will be held on Saturday Nov 11th to 
remember the fallen of the two wars and 
other conflicts and also those who died in 

a terrible accident which took the lives 
of nine people when a bus carrying choir 
members, relatives and friends crashed at 
terrific speed in the centre of Holmfirth on 

Saturday October 18th, 1947. 
  The service, conducted by the Rev Hil-
da Isaacson, will be held at St Mary’s, 
Bolsterstone, the choir’s birthplace, at 
10.30am and a concert with Hade Edge 
Band will take place at Holmfirth Parish 

Church (Holy Trinity) at 7.30pm.
   It was at Hade Edge where the coach, 
shortly after passing the Bay Horse Inn,  
careered out of the control for nearly two 
miles down the steep hill into Holmfirth 

where the choir was due to sing at a music 
competition.
   Despite a brave struggle by the young 
driver, the coach ploughed into a two-sto-
rey warehouse in the centre of Holmfirth 

and the building collapsed on top of the 
coach.  There followed an heroic rescue of 

the 40 people trapped inside the crushed 
vehicle.
  Irish labourers brought in to work on 
Digley Reservoir were having a drink 
in the Shoulder of Mutton opposite the 
scene of the crash. They dashed out of the 
pub, frantically clawing at rubble to reach 
the stricken passengers.  The 5th Staly-
bridge Scouts, visiting Holmfirth for the 

day, joined in as did townsfolk and choir 
members and friends who had travelled 
by car, putting their own lives at risk as 
other parts of the building threatened to 
cave in.
  The dying and the injured were taken to 
the Holme Valley Memorial Hospital in 
Holmfirth and Huddersfield Royal Infir-
mary. Eight people died that dreadful day 
and the toll rose to nine with the death in 
hospital two days later of Nora Firth, 51,  
whos son Arnold, a choir member, was 
one of the 24 people injured, some seri-
ously.
  There are sons and other relatives of 
crash victims still singing in the Bolster-
stone Male Voice Choir, among them 
Raymond, Graham and Alfred Pearson 

whose father Alfred, 43, a father of nine,  
died in the crash. 
  The tragedy made the choir a stronger 
body.  Talking a few years after the trag-
edy, Tom Wainwright, at that time the old-

est member at the age of 62, said: “The 
Holmfirth disaster might have been the 

end of us but actually it helped to cement 
us together and since then we have al-
ways felt we could not let the choir slide 
away.”
                   Paying tribute
The concert in Holmfirth will be the third 

occasion on which the choir has paid trib-
ute to the people of the West Yorkshire 
town who did so much to help on that 
day.  Concerts were held on the 40th and 
50th anniversaries of the crash and the 
50th anniversary was also marked by the 
dedication of a stained glass window in St 
Mary’s, Bolsterstone, bearing nine crosses 
representing those who lost their lives:

Alfred Pearson 
Aline Helliwell
Clifford Ellison
John Firth
Harry Evans
Robert Broadhead
Alan Hodgkinson
Thomas Yates
Nora Firth
  
Among the items to be sung at the concert 
will be Love Could I Only Tell Thee, the 
test piece the choir would have sung that 
tragic day.

The coach crushed under rubble in Victoria Square, Holmfirth, 

and the stained glass window designed by Ann Sotheran, of 
York, in St Mary’s, Bolsterstone

Local lads on top of the world after charity climb
Calvin Marsland and Daniel 
Hart ended a long fund-rais-
ing campaign in June when 
they reached the summit of 
Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest 
mountain.
   Nineteen months of charity 
events raised a huge £35,808 
for the Weston Park Cancer 

Charity.
   The choir took part in two 
events: a fireworks night 

in November last year at 
Bracken Moor with Deepcar 

Brass Band and a local dance 
group and a balloon launch at 
Fox Valley a week before the 
Stocksbridge pair set off for 
Tanzania for the ascent.
  Calvin and Daniel have 
been friends since school 
days. Dan took on the chal-
lenge in memory of his father 
Adrian Hart and aunty Alison 
Hart and Calvin did so in 
memory of his mother Kelsey 
Marsland who lost her battle 
with cancer in 2015. 

Dan and Calvin with climbing companions 
at the summit of Kilimanjaro and the choir 
at the Fox Valley balloon launch event

Brightholmlee bat 
causes a concert stir

Forthcoming events
Sat Sept 23, Nag’s Head, Loxley, 
charity auction night, 7pm
Sat Oct 7, Castle Inn, harvest festival, 
8pm [members encouraged to attend]
Sun Nov 5, Bracken Moor, Bonfire 

charity sing with Deepcar Band, 5pm
Sat Nov 11, St Mary’s, service, 
10.30am; Holmfirth Parish Church, 

concert, 7.30pm [see page opposite]
Wed Dec 6, Balfour House, 6pm
Sat Dec 9, St Leonard’s, Wortley, 
concert, 7.30pm
Wed Dec 13, Venue, Stocksbridge, 
pensioners’ party, 1pm
Sat Dec 16, Golf Club, 8.30pm
Sun Dec 17, St Mary’s, concert, 7.30pm
Tues Dec 19, Wortley Hall, dinner 
concert

There is no belfry at Brightholmlee chapel  (1807) 
in Wharncliffe Side but a bat found its way into 
our well-received joint concert with Worrall Male 
Voice Choir.  Singing was suspended for a while in 
the second half as unsuccessful efforts were made 
to expel the unexpected visitor.
   The packed reunion concert on Saturday Sep-
tember 2nd continued with the bat flying around. It 

made a brief exit during Steve Vickers’ piano solo 
but returned as the choirs sang the Lord’s Prayer 

and stayed until the end of the concert. A classi-
cal guitar duo by choir member Mick Taylor and 
Geoff Kitchen was much enjoyed. The event was 

organised by choir deputy chairman Mike Brad-
shaw and Stella Mate whose late husband Clifford 
was a vice-president of Worrall MVC. Stella plays 
the organ on Sundays at the chapel.

The choir will give its first ever concert  at 
Wortley Hall on Tuesday evening December 19th.  
A two-course carvery is being offered followed by 
entertainment by the choir. Bookings can be made 
by ringing the hall 0114 288 2100. Adults £17,  
under 12s £12.

Wortley Hall Christmas date

Bonfire night sing at Bracken Moor
The choir will sing at the Bracken Moor charity 
bonfire night on Sunday Nov 5th from 5pm in aid 

of Bluebell Wood children’s hospice. Deepcar 
Brass Band and dance groups will also take part.
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Plans are under way for the choir to be on the pitch 

at Sheffield Wednesday’s Hillsborough football 

ground leading carol singing before kick-off at 
a pre-Christmas match. Besides entertaining the 
crowd, it is hoped that some new choir recruits 
would be attracted from the thousands of fans.

Plan for Christmas Owlerton fixture

Bonfire night sing at Bracken Moor
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be involved.  Although Stocksbridge and 
district has a long, rich cultural history, it 
is thought that this will be the first time 
that so many  groups have performed to-
gether.
  Groups, including local schools, will 
perform throughout the day culminating 
in an evening concert with a diverse pro-
gramme.
  Proceeds from the ground-breaking event 
will go to local community groups. People 
attending the daytime performances will be 
asked for a donation. Admission to the eve-
ning concert will be by ticket and will feature, 

among others, Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir, 
Waldershelf Singers and Steel Valley Beacon 
Arts. Young performers, groups and soloists 
from the Stocksbridge area and a local band 
will also take part.
   Hilary Osborn said: “This is a huge event 
by the community for the community.  It is an 
exciting project and we are pleased to be able 
to use our networks and bring our experience 
to help develop and manage the event. The 
people of this valley have so much talent to 
offer and this event will celebrate the fact. It is 
also important to bring young and older musi-
cians together.”   Local schools will be asked 
to take part in a  competition to design a logo 
and posters for the event.

Fran Wells conducts the choir at Fox Valley’s first birthday celebrations in June. More pictures inside


