
Choir NewsCrotchets and quavers ...
Nice to see Sam Aitken (Dick Whit-

tington) and Stuart Ralph (King Rat) 
back at regular Monday practices after their 
weeks of rehearsals for the Beacon panto at 
the Venue. Among the full house on the last 
night were a party from Stuart’s local pub 
at Hoyland who took audience participa-
tion to a new level.  Among them was Alan 
Proctor who rejoined the choir recently to 
join Stuart in the bass section.  Sam’s mum, 
Mandy, who produced the delightful show, 
has been ticked off for holding rehearsals on 
choir practice nights!                                      
                                    =
The after-concert impromptu sing in the 
Warwickshire countryside was a first for 
our new chairman Mick Siddall.  He had 
missed a similar get-together in the George 
at Upper Denby and clearly enjoyed himself. 
There’s nothing better than letting the hair 
down after a successful concert and sing-
ing, glass in hand,  favourites  like There is a 
Lady,  the Two Roses, Speed Your Journey 
and the Holmfirth Anthem.  Tom Barlow’s 
solo in Nothing Like a Dame went down 
well as usual.  May such après-concert sings 
long continue.  Though Mick Dawson needs 
to develop more puff for his tuning pipes!   
                                    =                                                                       
There was an omission in the printed version 
of the profile of Cyril Cherry - Cyril’s thanks 
to his wife Norah for all her support for his 
singing.  This was put right in the digital ver-
sion but sorry Norah for the lapse. We wish 
you well after your spell in hospital.  Cyril 
has some chest trouble but hopes to be back 
when it’s under control. Also, in the agm 
piece we failed to give thanks to the outgo-
ing committee members Stuart Stubbs and 
Ken Green.  Sorry lads.  Though he is taking 
a six-month sabbatical, Stuart is still doing 
valuable stuff for us.                        
                                      =
Our Tour de Yorkshire sing to entertain 
the crowds in Bolsterstone was enhanced 
by the sound equipment kindly brought 
along and set up by returning member Mick 
Taylor from Hoyland.  So Mick had to forgo 
singing in the bass section and instead wore 
headphones all afternoon as he adjusted the 
sound control board to counter the winds.
                              = 
I could scarcely believe my eyes as, while 
singing in that delightful old church at 
Wolston, there in the second row was a dear 
colleague from the Daily Telegraph office in 
Manchester.  I hadn’t seen reporter Charles 
Henn (Chick to his friends) for 35 years.  
Time had not changed his countenance: a 
wide, beaming smile.                              

Memory lane

The choir owes a great debt to Peter 
Goodman (below) who has very kindly 
handed over to us his extensive archive.  
Peter, who sang in the bass section for 
nearly 20 years, was a leading figure in 

the choir including the role of concert 
secretary, before leaving because of 
eyesight problems which made night-
driving difficult.

   Included in the archive are hundreds of cut-
tings resulting from Peter, a former assistant 
editor of the Star, having 
spent more than a month 
on and off in Sheffield 

Newspapers’ cuttings 
library photocopying all 
the articles about the choir 
he could find stretching 

back to 1947, the year of 

the Holmfirth tragedy. Peter’s gift also in-
cludes a wonderful collection of choir concert 
programmes dating back to the late 1940s, 
including a programme of a concert at the Al-
bert Hall, London, with Dame Vera Lynn who 
celebrated her 100th birthday recently.
  Peter, who lives in Barnsley and was our 
press officer for a long spell, said: “This choir 

memorabilia is precious and it would be 
criminal if it ended up in a skip.” 
  He used much of the material in his archive 
to write our history, The Village Choir that 
Conquered the World, to coincide with the 
choir’s 80th anniversary in 2014.  
  We thought we were sold out of the book but 
there are some unexpected copies left for 
sale after boxes containing 100 copies were 
found by librarians Mike Firth and Mick 
Dawson in their upstairs store room in the 
Village Hall.

Summer 2017

   Events
Friday June 16th: Fox Valley 
1st birthday, from 1pm
Saturday June 24th: Joint 
concert with Denby 
Ladies at the Venue, 7.30pm.
Saturday July 1st: Bolster-
stone Fayre, 2pm
Sunday July 2nd: Wortley 
Beer Festival, Wortley Club, 
12 noon
Friday July 7th: Charity Golf 
Day Sing at Stocksbridge Golf 
club, 8.30pm
Saturday September 2nd: 
Brightholmlee Chapel,  
Reunion Concert, with Worrall 
MVC, 6.30pm
Saturday December 9th:
Concert Wortley Church
Saturday December 16th: 
Golf Club Sing, 8.30pm
Sunday December 17th: St. 
Mary’s Concert, 7.30pm
Tuesday 19th December: 
Wortley Hall, Concert 

Members’ contributions to 
Choir News should be sent to 
firth382@btinternet.com
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A joint concert with Worrall Male Voice 
Choir and guest Dutch choir Route 66 in 
Sheffield raised £1,250 for Weston Park Can-
cer Charity.
   The concert at the Central United Reformed 
Church on Friday May 19th was a sell-out 
and proved a great success.
   Route 66, who had travelled overnight from 
the Netherlands for the event, were led by 
Rob van Dijk and sang a varied programme 

from the American Songbook and a medley 
of British war songs.
  In a moving address, Bolsterstone chair-
man Mick Siddall spoke of the  tremendous 
support and care his late wife Carol received 
during her 5½ year battle with ovarian can-
cer.  He stressed that the charity was not just 
aiming for a cure but was also constantly re-
fining treatments and procedures to improve 

the quality of life of patients.
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Peter’s gift is a 
treasure trove 
of  history

In top gear for Tour de  
Yorkshire weekend 

Hoping for  
seaside success 
The choir is travelling to Llandudno in No-
vember to compete in the North Wales Cho-
ral Festival, one of Britain’s leading competi-
tions.
  This is a return visit, having taken part in the 
2010 festival when we achieved a creditable 
third place, losing out to Amici Men in first 

place with Flint Male Voice Choir second.  
We sang High Barbary, The Wanderer and 
Sloop John B.  The compere quipped that the 
many blazers worn by choristers made the 
event resemble “a bus drivers’ convention.”

  A few miles down the road in Rhyl was the 
scene of one of the choir’s greatest triumphs 
when we won the National Championship in  
1997.

      For tickets and other inquiries see www.bolsterstonemvc.co.uk  
                         and our Facebook page or ring 07714501229

Concert raises £1,250 for Weston Park

Thousands lined the streets of the dis-
trict for the exciting final stage of the 

Tour de Yorkshire cycle race and Bol-
sterstone Male Voice Choir played its 
part in what was hailed a huge success.
  The choir and Deepcar Brass Band kept the 
crowds in Bolsterstone entertained throughout 
the afternoon of Sunday April 30th before the 
riders, preceded by dozens of assorted vehicles, 
took the sharp corner by the Castle Inn after a 
gruelling climb from Deepcar, and sped through 
the village before descending towards Wigtwiz-
zle on the final leg of the race.

  As the last rider passed through the village, a 
coach took us into Stocksbridge in time to see 
the leaders heading towards the finishing line in 

Fox Valley.
  After the prizes were presented in the packed 
shopping centre, we wrapped up the three-day 
spectacle - which had been watched by a record 
2.2million roadside fans - by singing Jerusalem 
with the Grimethorpe Colliery Band.
  We then moved on to a reception at which 
Dransfield Properties MD Mark Dransfield pre-
sented Tour de France director Christian Prud-
homme and Yorkshire tourism chief Sir Gary 
Verity with Fox umbrellas, after which we sang 
The Rose and I Dreamed a Dream. 
  The request to lead the singing of Jerusalem 
had come late in the day and the entertaining of 
the guests at the reception came at the very last 
minute after Mark Dransfield and his wife Debo-
rah had attended our concert the night before at 

St Mary’s. The bells of St Mary’s  - which are in 
need of restoration - were rung to greet a large 
audience to the concert which  was introduced by 
the Vicar of Bolsterstone, the Rev Hilda Isaac-
son. A warm reception was given to the choir, 
Deepcar Brass Band and Deepcar Junior School 
Choir. 
  Choir chairman Mick Siddall, who with Mike 
Bradshaw had attended planning meetings at Fox 
Valley over several months, said: “We had an 

amazing weekend and were pleased to take part 
in a stunning event which put Stocksbridge and 
district firmly on the map. The lads in the choir 

are brilliant. Nothing fazes them.”

               Police swoop, Back page

At the ready outside the 
Village Hall with Fran 
and pianist Ann. Hor-
ace Boothroyd, Graham 
Hague and John 
Siddall put the final 
touches to the staging 
which Graham Cooke 
had made slip-proof

We sing Jerusalem with Grimethorpe Colliery Band at Fox Valley                                       Photograph: Amanda Holmes

Cantor

Tour de Yorkshire elation turned to gloom 
when Carol Webster, wife of choir vice-pres-
ident Gordon Webster, raised the alarm that 
our trailer had been stolen from the couple’s 
Castle Farm, Bolsterstone, where it had been 
kept for 10 years.
  Thieves had struck only hours after the choir 
had used the staging stored in the trailer to 
sing to the crowds before the cyclists sped 
through the village.
  The raiders had cut through the locks and 
taken out most of the staging before driving 
the trailer away.  Acting on an anonymous 
tip-off, police went to a house in High Green 
where they found a man stripping off our 
name and logos in the early hours. Neil Fox, 

49, of Mortomley Close, High Green, pleaded 
guilty at Sheffield magistrates’ court on May 

16th to handling stolen goods and was fined 

£80 with £85 costs and ordered to pay £500 

compensation to the choir at £10 a week.

  The trailer is back on the farm with added 
security and will be given a spruce-up.  It was 
bought with National Lottery funds some 20 
years ago and was specially adapted by the 
late Stuart Brooks, choir member and leading 
sponsor whose wife Pam carried on support 
for the choir for many years after her hus-
band’s death.

Stolen trailer
returned after 
police swoop 



The choir’s annual 
Golf Day at Stocks-
bridge Golf Club is 
nearly with us again 
and guess what?  Dear 
old Brian Pigott will 
be in the thick of it 
after weeks of prepa-
ration.  Like Frank Sinatra, he has 
threatened to retire from this onerous 
task many times.  We made a presenta-
tion to Brian at the Golf Club last year 
because he was adamant: he had done 
it HIS way but the time had come for a 
successor. 
  Chairman Mick Siddall asked com-
mittee man and sponsor John Siddall if 
he would take over the mantle from his 
fellow top tenor Brian. Yes, said John, 
BUT I need Brian.
   Brian, characteristically agreed to 
the deal and so this will be his 22nd 
successive year of being involved 
in organisation of what started as a 
one-off event to raise money for the 
stained-glass window in St Mary’s to 
commemorate those who died in the 
Holmfirth tragedy of 1947. It has gone 

on to become the choir’s biggest fund-
raising event, raising many thousands 
of pounds for charity and the choir. 
  Brian, who lives with his partner Pat 
in Wombwell, loves the choir, is one of 
its leading lights and is highly popu-
lar.  Apart from the Golf Day he has 
for many years organised the choir’s 
transport in his quiet and efficient 

way.  Born in Darnall, he worked as a 
turner at Brown Bayley’s and did his 
national service in the Military Police 
in Germany. 
  Music is in the family.  His son, Neil 
sings with the Sheffield-based choir 

Vivacity.
  Brian, along with his fellow top tenor 
and pal Roy Whyke, also sing with 
Jane Hobson’s choir, Hobson’s Chorus.
Brian and Roy are the best double act 
since Jimmy Jewel and Ben Warriss 
(younger members may need to refer 
to Google!) but are much funnier.  
They kept our Amsterdam group in 
stitches for the whole trip last summer.
  There has been some sadness for Bri-
an in the last few years.  His brother 
Trevor, who sang with us for many 
years, is suffering from dementia and 
is in a nursing home.

Profile
Brian Pigott

Rural setting for our first concert of the year

Our first concert of the year on Saturday 

March 4th at a small village in Warwick-
shire was well-received and raised £1,000 

for the local church.

  Our marketing man Mike Bradshaw 

told the packed audience at the end of 

the concert at St Margaret’s Church, 

Wolston, near Rugby, that the fund-

raising event had come about when he 

cleaned the carpet of parishioner Ann 

Cartwright. Mike and his wife Sue run 

carpet-cleaning businesses in our area 

and in the west Midlands.

  Ladies of the church kindly provided 

the choir with a pre-concert spread 

and there was an impromptu sing later 

in a club at the neighbouring village 

of Brandon where audience members, 

organiser Ann and guest soprano Janice 

McGonigle, joined us.

Photographs: Stuart Stubbs

Malcolm Leary (baritones) and his 
wife Janice fell in love with South 
Africa when Malcolm worked there 
as a lecturer. They have a retirement 
home in Cape Town and for the last 
eight years have spent four months of  
the year working with a township pre-
school group. They raise money over 
here for the project. For the last two 
years they have been joined out there 
in this charity work by their grand-
daughter Saskia
Malcolm writes: On my latest trip to South Africa 
(as some of you may  know we are in Cape Town 
for four months of the year supporting Noxolo 
Educare Center for pre-school children in Gugu-
lethu Township on the Cape Flats), I picked up a 
few bits of information about Gwyn Arch’s African 
Trilogy I thought I would share with you especially 
as it appears we are about to bring it back into our 
repertoire.
  Siyahamba, the first of the songs in the trilogy, is 

also known as Marching in the Light of God and 
is a great favourite in the township, often sung by 
huge congregations in the evangelical churches, all 
with bass sections to die for! It is also popular with 
the children and teachers of Noxolo, who always 
seem amused by my pronunciation of the Xhosa 
words and expressions. The Xhosas make up the 
bulk of the black population on the flats, originat-
ing from the Eastern Cape. Xhosa is the language 
of Nelson Mandela.
  Shosholoza is another great favourite and is 
sometimes called the unofficial South African 

national anthem. Shosholza played an important 
part in helping to bring the fledgling new South 

Africa Rainbow nation together, sung by everyone, 

especially the young for the World Rugby Cup 
held in South Africa in 1995. The song is a work-
song with a familiar call and response structure, 
but not sung by road gangs as some previous 
experts (Alastair Allan!) may have thought but in 
the mines and power stations such as Kriel on the 
East Rand where I used to work. 
  Some choir members may recall that the Zulu 
dancers who demolished the stage at the Roode-
poort Eisteddfod were from Kriel!  Shosholoza 
tells the story of a train carrying migrant workers 
back to their homeland in Zimbabwe. Shosholza 
is said to have been used by Madiba (Mandela) 
on Robben Island when working in the quar-
ries, “a song which compares the anti-apartheid 
struggle with the motion of the on-coming train”, 
he said.
  The third song in the trilogy uses only an 
English version God Bless Africa, of a hymn 
to Africa, Xhosi Sikeleli Africa, used by many 
African countries as their national anthem and 
is a most moving piece. Xhosi had been used by 
the anti-apartheid struggle but was incorporated 
into the new South African national anthem along 
with the old apartheid Die Stem.
                           New flag

When the new South Africa was created it was 
quickly realised that two things were needed 
to help bring people together: a new national 
anthem and a new flag. Remarkably both were 

somehow cobbled together and have been used 
ever since, reflecting the diversity and the com-
monality of the new South Africa.
  The founder and inspiration of Noxolo, Non-
kululeko Mahlasela, died just before Christmas 
leaving a huge hole which we are now trying 
to fill. Momkulu as the children called her, was 

born and brought up on a Boer farm in the Karoo.  
She slept and had her meals with the dogs under 
the kitchen table. She called Janice Sissi and me 
Bootie. The motto of Noxolo is “Give them love, 
Let them play, They are our future.” 
  If anyone would like to hear more about 
Noxolo, or thinks they might be able to help, 
please let me know.

Marching in the light of 
Nelson Mandela

Children at the pre-school group in Gugulethu Township on the Cape Flats

It takes 65 years for boyhood neighbours to 
meet ... while singing in the choir
About nine years ago I made my first 

visit to the choir. My wife and I were 
then living in Bristol and had two 
daughters who live locally here in South 
Yorkshire with their families, writes top 
tenor Huw Jenkins.
  After living in the same house for 42 
years, we moved to Thurgoland last Sep-
tember.  I came to a practice and asked 
if I could join the choir - just three days 
after moving house.
  In December, on a wet and dismal evening 
I was in Fox Valley trying to sing York-
shire carols I didn’t know, waiting for the 
Christmas tree lights to be switched on. I 
found myself standing alongside a chorister 
whose accent  I thought I recognised. In a lull 
between songs I asked him where he came 
from originally. The following dialogue then 
took place:
  “I lived near Bridgend between  Cardiff and 
Swansea.” he said.
  “So did I; I lived and was brought up in 
Sarn,” was my response
  “Me too!” he said 
  At this point I should explain that Sarn is a 
very small village!

  “What’s your name?” “Siberry” said he.
“Are you Garfield?” said I - and of course 

it was.  He had lived about 300 yards from 
where I was brought up.
  I knew of Garfield but he was not in my 

immediate age group. Nevertheless the 
conversation quickly turned to who we both 
knew - and it was a long list!
  So you never know who you will meet 
when you travel!
● Both Garfield and Huw were teachers 

before retirement.  Garfield, who lives in 

Hallam, taught English at secondary schools  
in South Yorkshire and had a spell as a 
headmaster in Salford.  He is in his 13th 
year with our choir - originally a baritone 
now singing bass - and was with Dore Male 
Voice Choir for 23 years previously. 
  Huw started his physics teaching career 
in Nailsea, Somerset, moving to a Bristol 
comprehensive as head of physics. Five 
years later he became deputy head for more 
than 15 years and was headmaster for a year 
before taking early retirement.

It’s a small world ... Huw (left) and Garfield in Bolsterstone Village Hall on a practice night
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task many times.  We made a presenta-
tion to Brian at the Golf Club last year 
because he was adamant: he had done 
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in organisation of what started as a 
one-off event to raise money for the 
stained-glass window in St Mary’s to 
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raising event, raising many thousands 
of pounds for charity and the choir. 
  Brian, who lives with his partner Pat 
in Wombwell, loves the choir, is one of 
its leading lights and is highly popu-
lar.  Apart from the Golf Day he has 
for many years organised the choir’s 
transport in his quiet and efficient 

way.  Born in Darnall, he worked as a 
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and pal Roy Whyke, also sing with 
Jane Hobson’s choir, Hobson’s Chorus.
Brian and Roy are the best double act 
since Jimmy Jewel and Ben Warriss 
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stitches for the whole trip last summer.
  There has been some sadness for Bri-
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March 4th at a small village in Warwick-
shire was well-received and raised £1,000 

for the local church.
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Malcolm Leary (baritones) and his 
wife Janice fell in love with South 
Africa when Malcolm worked there 
as a lecturer. They have a retirement 
home in Cape Town and for the last 
eight years have spent four months of  
the year working with a township pre-
school group. They raise money over 
here for the project. For the last two 
years they have been joined out there 
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(as some of you may  know we are in Cape Town 
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seem amused by my pronunciation of the Xhosa 
words and expressions. The Xhosas make up the 
bulk of the black population on the flats, originat-
ing from the Eastern Cape. Xhosa is the language 
of Nelson Mandela.
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part in helping to bring the fledgling new South 
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especially the young for the World Rugby Cup 
held in South Africa in 1995. The song is a work-
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the mines and power stations such as Kriel on the 
East Rand where I used to work. 
  Some choir members may recall that the Zulu 
dancers who demolished the stage at the Roode-
poort Eisteddfod were from Kriel!  Shosholoza 
tells the story of a train carrying migrant workers 
back to their homeland in Zimbabwe. Shosholza 
is said to have been used by Madiba (Mandela) 
on Robben Island when working in the quar-
ries, “a song which compares the anti-apartheid 
struggle with the motion of the on-coming train”, 
he said.
  The third song in the trilogy uses only an 
English version God Bless Africa, of a hymn 
to Africa, Xhosi Sikeleli Africa, used by many 
African countries as their national anthem and 
is a most moving piece. Xhosi had been used by 
the anti-apartheid struggle but was incorporated 
into the new South African national anthem along 
with the old apartheid Die Stem.
                           New flag

When the new South Africa was created it was 
quickly realised that two things were needed 
to help bring people together: a new national 
anthem and a new flag. Remarkably both were 

somehow cobbled together and have been used 
ever since, reflecting the diversity and the com-
monality of the new South Africa.
  The founder and inspiration of Noxolo, Non-
kululeko Mahlasela, died just before Christmas 
leaving a huge hole which we are now trying 
to fill. Momkulu as the children called her, was 

born and brought up on a Boer farm in the Karoo.  
She slept and had her meals with the dogs under 
the kitchen table. She called Janice Sissi and me 
Bootie. The motto of Noxolo is “Give them love, 
Let them play, They are our future.” 
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Noxolo, or thinks they might be able to help, 
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It takes 65 years for boyhood neighbours to 
meet ... while singing in the choir
About nine years ago I made my first 

visit to the choir. My wife and I were 
then living in Bristol and had two 
daughters who live locally here in South 
Yorkshire with their families, writes top 
tenor Huw Jenkins.
  After living in the same house for 42 
years, we moved to Thurgoland last Sep-
tember.  I came to a practice and asked 
if I could join the choir - just three days 
after moving house.
  In December, on a wet and dismal evening 
I was in Fox Valley trying to sing York-
shire carols I didn’t know, waiting for the 
Christmas tree lights to be switched on. I 
found myself standing alongside a chorister 
whose accent  I thought I recognised. In a lull 
between songs I asked him where he came 
from originally. The following dialogue then 
took place:
  “I lived near Bridgend between  Cardiff and 
Swansea.” he said.
  “So did I; I lived and was brought up in 
Sarn,” was my response
  “Me too!” he said 
  At this point I should explain that Sarn is a 
very small village!

  “What’s your name?” “Siberry” said he.
“Are you Garfield?” said I - and of course 

it was.  He had lived about 300 yards from 
where I was brought up.
  I knew of Garfield but he was not in my 

immediate age group. Nevertheless the 
conversation quickly turned to who we both 
knew - and it was a long list!
  So you never know who you will meet 
when you travel!
● Both Garfield and Huw were teachers 

before retirement.  Garfield, who lives in 

Hallam, taught English at secondary schools  
in South Yorkshire and had a spell as a 
headmaster in Salford.  He is in his 13th 
year with our choir - originally a baritone 
now singing bass - and was with Dore Male 
Voice Choir for 23 years previously. 
  Huw started his physics teaching career 
in Nailsea, Somerset, moving to a Bristol 
comprehensive as head of physics. Five 
years later he became deputy head for more 
than 15 years and was headmaster for a year 
before taking early retirement.

It’s a small world ... Huw (left) and Garfield in Bolsterstone Village Hall on a practice night
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night were a party from Stuart’s local pub 
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Mandy, who produced the delightful show, 
has been ticked off for holding rehearsals on 
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missed a similar get-together in the George 
at Upper Denby and clearly enjoyed himself. 
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ing, glass in hand,  favourites  like There is a 
Lady,  the Two Roses, Speed Your Journey 
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sion but sorry Norah for the lapse. We wish 
you well after your spell in hospital.  Cyril 
has some chest trouble but hopes to be back 
when it’s under control. Also, in the agm 
piece we failed to give thanks to the outgo-
ing committee members Stuart Stubbs and 
Ken Green.  Sorry lads.  Though he is taking 
a six-month sabbatical, Stuart is still doing 
valuable stuff for us.                        
                                      =
Our Tour de Yorkshire sing to entertain 
the crowds in Bolsterstone was enhanced 
by the sound equipment kindly brought 
along and set up by returning member Mick 
Taylor from Hoyland.  So Mick had to forgo 
singing in the bass section and instead wore 
headphones all afternoon as he adjusted the 
sound control board to counter the winds.
                              = 
I could scarcely believe my eyes as, while 
singing in that delightful old church at 
Wolston, there in the second row was a dear 
colleague from the Daily Telegraph office in 
Manchester.  I hadn’t seen reporter Charles 
Henn (Chick to his friends) for 35 years.  
Time had not changed his countenance: a 
wide, beaming smile.                              

Memory lane

The choir owes a great debt to Peter 
Goodman (below) who has very kindly 
handed over to us his extensive archive.  
Peter, who sang in the bass section for 
nearly 20 years, was a leading figure in 

the choir including the role of concert 
secretary, before leaving because of 
eyesight problems which made night-
driving difficult.

   Included in the archive are hundreds of cut-
tings resulting from Peter, a former assistant 
editor of the Star, having 
spent more than a month 
on and off in Sheffield 

Newspapers’ cuttings 
library photocopying all 
the articles about the choir 
he could find stretching 

back to 1947, the year of 

the Holmfirth tragedy. Peter’s gift also in-
cludes a wonderful collection of choir concert 
programmes dating back to the late 1940s, 
including a programme of a concert at the Al-
bert Hall, London, with Dame Vera Lynn who 
celebrated her 100th birthday recently.
  Peter, who lives in Barnsley and was our 
press officer for a long spell, said: “This choir 

memorabilia is precious and it would be 
criminal if it ended up in a skip.” 
  He used much of the material in his archive 
to write our history, The Village Choir that 
Conquered the World, to coincide with the 
choir’s 80th anniversary in 2014.  
  We thought we were sold out of the book but 
there are some unexpected copies left for 
sale after boxes containing 100 copies were 
found by librarians Mike Firth and Mick 
Dawson in their upstairs store room in the 
Village Hall.

Summer 2017

   Events
Friday June 16th: Fox Valley 
1st birthday, from 1pm
Saturday June 24th: Joint 
concert with Denby 
Ladies at the Venue, 7.30pm.
Saturday July 1st: Bolster-
stone Fayre, 2pm
Sunday July 2nd: Wortley 
Beer Festival, Wortley Club, 
12 noon
Friday July 7th: Charity Golf 
Day Sing at Stocksbridge Golf 
club, 8.30pm
Saturday September 2nd: 
Brightholmlee Chapel,  
Reunion Concert, with Worrall 
MVC, 6.30pm
Saturday December 9th:
Concert Wortley Church
Saturday December 16th: 
Golf Club Sing, 8.30pm
Sunday December 17th: St. 
Mary’s Concert, 7.30pm
Tuesday 19th December: 
Wortley Hall, Concert 

Members’ contributions to 
Choir News should be sent to 
firth382@btinternet.com
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A joint concert with Worrall Male Voice 
Choir and guest Dutch choir Route 66 in 
Sheffield raised £1,250 for Weston Park Can-
cer Charity.
   The concert at the Central United Reformed 
Church on Friday May 19th was a sell-out 
and proved a great success.
   Route 66, who had travelled overnight from 
the Netherlands for the event, were led by 
Rob van Dijk and sang a varied programme 

from the American Songbook and a medley 
of British war songs.
  In a moving address, Bolsterstone chair-
man Mick Siddall spoke of the  tremendous 
support and care his late wife Carol received 
during her 5½ year battle with ovarian can-
cer.  He stressed that the charity was not just 
aiming for a cure but was also constantly re-
fining treatments and procedures to improve 

the quality of life of patients.

The newsletter of Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir

Peter’s gift is a 
treasure trove 
of  history

In top gear for Tour de  
Yorkshire weekend 

Hoping for  
seaside success 
The choir is travelling to Llandudno in No-
vember to compete in the North Wales Cho-
ral Festival, one of Britain’s leading competi-
tions.
  This is a return visit, having taken part in the 
2010 festival when we achieved a creditable 
third place, losing out to Amici Men in first 

place with Flint Male Voice Choir second.  
We sang High Barbary, The Wanderer and 
Sloop John B.  The compere quipped that the 
many blazers worn by choristers made the 
event resemble “a bus drivers’ convention.”

  A few miles down the road in Rhyl was the 
scene of one of the choir’s greatest triumphs 
when we won the National Championship in  
1997.

      For tickets and other inquiries see www.bolsterstonemvc.co.uk  
                         and our Facebook page or ring 07714501229

Concert raises £1,250 for Weston Park

Thousands lined the streets of the dis-
trict for the exciting final stage of the 

Tour de Yorkshire cycle race and Bol-
sterstone Male Voice Choir played its 
part in what was hailed a huge success.
  The choir and Deepcar Brass Band kept the 
crowds in Bolsterstone entertained throughout 
the afternoon of Sunday April 30th before the 
riders, preceded by dozens of assorted vehicles, 
took the sharp corner by the Castle Inn after a 
gruelling climb from Deepcar, and sped through 
the village before descending towards Wigtwiz-
zle on the final leg of the race.

  As the last rider passed through the village, a 
coach took us into Stocksbridge in time to see 
the leaders heading towards the finishing line in 

Fox Valley.
  After the prizes were presented in the packed 
shopping centre, we wrapped up the three-day 
spectacle - which had been watched by a record 
2.2million roadside fans - by singing Jerusalem 
with the Grimethorpe Colliery Band.
  We then moved on to a reception at which 
Dransfield Properties MD Mark Dransfield pre-
sented Tour de France director Christian Prud-
homme and Yorkshire tourism chief Sir Gary 
Verity with Fox umbrellas, after which we sang 
The Rose and I Dreamed a Dream. 
  The request to lead the singing of Jerusalem 
had come late in the day and the entertaining of 
the guests at the reception came at the very last 
minute after Mark Dransfield and his wife Debo-
rah had attended our concert the night before at 

St Mary’s. The bells of St Mary’s  - which are in 
need of restoration - were rung to greet a large 
audience to the concert which  was introduced by 
the Vicar of Bolsterstone, the Rev Hilda Isaac-
son. A warm reception was given to the choir, 
Deepcar Brass Band and Deepcar Junior School 
Choir. 
  Choir chairman Mick Siddall, who with Mike 
Bradshaw had attended planning meetings at Fox 
Valley over several months, said: “We had an 

amazing weekend and were pleased to take part 
in a stunning event which put Stocksbridge and 
district firmly on the map. The lads in the choir 

are brilliant. Nothing fazes them.”

               Police swoop, Back page

At the ready outside the 
Village Hall with Fran 
and pianist Ann. Hor-
ace Boothroyd, Graham 
Hague and John 
Siddall put the final 
touches to the staging 
which Graham Cooke 
had made slip-proof

We sing Jerusalem with Grimethorpe Colliery Band at Fox Valley                                       Photograph: Amanda Holmes

Cantor

Tour de Yorkshire elation turned to gloom 
when Carol Webster, wife of choir vice-pres-
ident Gordon Webster, raised the alarm that 
our trailer had been stolen from the couple’s 
Castle Farm, Bolsterstone, where it had been 
kept for 10 years.
  Thieves had struck only hours after the choir 
had used the staging stored in the trailer to 
sing to the crowds before the cyclists sped 
through the village.
  The raiders had cut through the locks and 
taken out most of the staging before driving 
the trailer away.  Acting on an anonymous 
tip-off, police went to a house in High Green 
where they found a man stripping off our 
name and logos in the early hours. Neil Fox, 

49, of Mortomley Close, High Green, pleaded 
guilty at Sheffield magistrates’ court on May 

16th to handling stolen goods and was fined 

£80 with £85 costs and ordered to pay £500 

compensation to the choir at £10 a week.

  The trailer is back on the farm with added 
security and will be given a spruce-up.  It was 
bought with National Lottery funds some 20 
years ago and was specially adapted by the 
late Stuart Brooks, choir member and leading 
sponsor whose wife Pam carried on support 
for the choir for many years after her hus-
band’s death.

Stolen trailer
returned after 
police swoop 


