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Crotchets and quavers ...
There will be lasting memories of our 

wonderful night at Wortley Hall to 
mark the retirements of Fran and Lorraine. 
But one group will have an extra unwelcome 
memory. Kathyrn Cooke was driving home 
her husband Graham, Daniel Timmins, 
Mick Dawson and after dropping off the 
choir secretary took a wrong turn up Coal 
Pit Lane.  It was as well this mistake was 
made because a devastating fire may well 
have been prevented.  There were huge 
flames fanned by strong winds at the side of 
a detached house.  A big children’s play-
house on stilts was ablaze which set alight a 
neighbour’s shed which spread to a wall-
climbing plant and guttering.  The plastic 
conservatory frontage of the first house 
was badly damaged. The occupants were 
away on holiday.  Our party feared for the 
safety of neighbours who they roused from 
their beds.  Fire engines from Stocksbridge, 
Tankersley and Rivelin were quickly on 
the scene and disaster was averted.   There 
was another unwelcome sequel to a most 
enjoyable evening, though this one was not 
so life-threatening. Popular choir vice-
president Gordon Webster like a lot of us 
oldies who suffer when eating late, reached 
in the dark for Gaviscon during the night 
and took a big swig.  Unfortunately the 
bottle contained camomile lotion.  There 
were, however, no ill effects as Gordon 
was able to relate the story at noon the 
next day in the Castle.  Oh, what a night!                                                                                                                                           
                               =

Avisit to Holy Trinity Church, Went-
worth, to meet members of Thurns-

coe Harmonic Male Voice Choir to plan 
our joint concert brought a bonus for the 
Bolsterstone members.  Our visit happily 
coincided with the appearance of the church 
warden, Stephen Clapham, of Hoyland, 
who invited us to ascend the 77 steps of 
the church tower, giving us a breathtaking 
high view of the Father Willis organ below 
(see photo on this page.)  More steps took 
us to the belfry with extensive views over 
the surrounding countryside.  A notice said 
that on Saturday April 24th, 1971, a team 
of six rang “5,040 doubles, 42 extents in 10 
methods.”  Intriguing.  Perhaps St Mary’s 
campanologists can enlighten us.
                                        =
Two standing ovations in as many weeks is a 
heartening experience. They came after the 
finales of the Valley Festival concert and our 
concert at Wentworth. They didn’t quite match 
the reception we received at the Queen Eliabeth 
Hall in London for Lifelines with John Surman 
in 2012, but it was a close run thing. When will 
the next one occur one wonders? Cantor
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Lorraine - but it’s not goodbye

Dinner marks friendly handovers to Daniel Timmins as musical director and Kim Kaye as pianist
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Festival revival 
hits right note

The wonders of Wentworth
THERE was a stand-
ing ovation for Bolster-
stone Male Voice Choir 
and Thurnscoe Harmonic 
Male Voice Choir when 
they sang together to end a 
memorable concert in the 
magnificent Holy Trinity 

Church in Wentworth Vil-
lage, near Rotherham.
 The church, which more re-
sembles a cathedral in size and 
design, was full for the concert 
on Saturday April 7th which 
had been postponed from 
March 17th, St Patrick’s Day, 
because of heavy snow.
  The joint event was organised by 
BMVC member Phil Elwell and 
Thurnscoe’s concert  secretary 
Alan Pepper.
  It was the first occasion on 

which the two old-established 
choirs had sung together and both 
choirs were touched by the warm 
reaction of the audience. 
  The church, built by the 6th Earl 

Fitzwilliam in memory of his par-
ents and completed in 1876, has 
wonderful acoustics 
  Stephen Carey played the mighty 
Father Willis organ, the only one 
in the world located in a parish 
church, its nearest neighbours 
being in York Minster, Blenheim 
Palace and the Royal Albert Hall. 
 Stephen entertained the audi-
ence in the run-up to the concert 
and accompanied the choirs for  
the finale when they joined to 

sing An American Trilogy and 
Gwahoddiad. Several Thurnscoe 
members were wearing long-
service medals as was the choir’s 
accompanist Irene Hill who, the 
choir’s musical director Tony 
Jermy told the audience, had giv-
en 66 years’ service to the choir, 
starting at the age of 13.
  Bolsterstone was conducted by 
Fran Wells and Lorraine Pearson, 
another long-serving accompa-
nist, was pianist.
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View of the Father Willis organ from the tower balcony at Holy 

Trinity and, right, the belfry 

A revival of a music festival in Stocksbridge 
and district was such a success that organisers 
are already planning for next year’s event to 
be held on Saturday April 13th.
  Four hundred local musicians took part in 
the all-day Valley Festival on Saturday March 
24th co-presented by Inyerface Arts and Bol-
sterstone Male Voice Choir.  Support for the 
event exceeded all expectations with more 
than  600 people attending.
  There were free performances throughout the 
day at the Venue and the Fox Valley bandstand 
and an evening concert at the Venue, hosted 
by the BBC’s Trisha Cooper, was packed.
  The 200 Saturday Night Live performers re-
ceived a five-minute ovation after the massed 

choirs ended the biggest musical event in the 
district for 80 years with the Rita MacNeil 
classic Working Man.
  Festival director Hilary Osborn said: 
“The Festival has been a fantastic project 
to work on and support from local people 
of all ages has been overwhelming. Our  
Continued on page 3

WORTLEY HALL provided an 
elegant setting to mark the retirements 
after many years of Bolsterstone 
Male Voice Choir’s musical director 
Fran Wells and accompanist Lorraine 
Pearson.
  But neither Fran nor Lorraine will be 
severing their long association with the 
choir. In a friendly swap, Fran is staying 
on as deputy musical director as Daniel 
Timmins takes the helm and Lorraine has 
kindly agreed to be on hand to step into her 
old role as accompanist when her successor 
Kim Kaye is unavailable. 
   Fran has led the choir for 22 years and Lor-
raine has given nearly 34 years’ service, a re-
markable record. 
  At the dinner on Saturday May 26th attended 
by more than 80 members, wives and guests, 
a string quartet led by Thomas Hetherington 
played before the meal and set the tone for a 
very special evening. Choir chairman Mick Sid-
dall, saying Fran and Lorraine had made an im-
mense contribution to the choir, presented Fran 
with a cheque towards buying a piece of fine 

art and an engraved whisky glass and Lorraine 
received a bracelet, an engraved wine glass and 
a bouquet.  Mick said  the choir was lucky that 
a friendly succession of our professionals had 
been so smooth and the fact that both Fran and 
Lorraine were still being available to support 
the choir made for “a fantastic arrangement.” 
  Special surprise guests were Jeffrey Wynn Da-
vies who conducted the choir for 12 years and 
his wife Fiona Clucas, a soprano soloist who 
also conducts.  Fiona also received a bouquet 
as did Fran’s wife, Catherine.
  Jeffrey paid tribute to Fran and Lorraine.  He 
said: “Lorraine is unique.  She had the uncan-
ny knack of anticipating my every move.” He 
joked that he was already half way home across 
the Woodhead Pass when Lorraine was playing 
the last chord at Victory Club concerts.
  Describing Lorraine as “hugely invaluable”, he 
recalled that her first appearance with the choir 

was at the St David’s Hall, Cardiff, in 1984 
when he was conducting and the choir won the 
Welsh Choir of the Year title, the first English 

choir to do so.  The victory in an otherwise all-
Welsh final left the audience stunned.  “I’ve 

never seen an audience quit a hall so fast,” said 

Jeffrey.   There was, though, high  praise from 
the late opera singer Sir Geraint Evans, chair-
man of the adjudicators and born in Cilfynydd, 
the same Welsh village where co-incidentally 
Jeffrey was born.
  Jeffrey recalled that the Cardiff cut-glass tro-
phy “smashed into a thousand pieces” when 
dropped during celebrations in the Castle Inn 
by the late Tom Cooke, the choir secretary for 
45 years.  Jeffrey described Tom as legendary 
and “my most favourite person ever.”
  Fran first came to the choir, said Jeffrey, to 

sing the baritone solo in “Crown of Praise” at 
Huddersfield in 1988.  His voice was “a creamy, 

light baritone - a Fauré Requiem voice.”   His 
crowning glory as conductor came in 2002 
when the choir won the International Eistedd-
fod in Llangollen for the second time.
  Jeffrey said it was rare nowadays to see a male 
voice choir with more than 30 members so Bol-
sterstone, with its 70-plus members, was well 
placed for a bright future.
  Former chairman Frank Milnes said it was 
sad to lose Fran and Lorraine at the same time 
but there were mixed emotions because  of  the 
exciting prospects with Daniel and Kim taking 
over their roles. “We have been very fortunate 
to have such an accomplished musician as Lor-
raine as accompanist.  She has been a huge fac-
tor in our competition successes.”  It had been 
a privilege to listen to such wonderful  piano 
playing both as accompanist and a  solo per-
former.
  Fran, said Frank, had been the second longest-

and Daniel does us proud in Stannington
Baptism of fire for Kim at Penistone

Daniel Timmins and

Kim Kaye

The choir was given a head-
ache when at the last minute 
it was discovered that neither 
Fran Wells nor Daniel Tim-
mins was available to conduct 
a long-arranged concert with 
Thurlstone Brass Band in  
Penistone.
  We had not sung in Penistone 
for a few years and we needed 
to make a good impression. We 
needn’t have worried.
  Kim Kaye, who had only very 
recently succeeded Lorraine 
Pearson as our accompanist, let 
slip that not only was she pianist 
for Marsh Ladies’ Choir she was 
also musical director of  Holme 
Valley Singers and the Kirklees 
Choir, formerly U3A Mixed Voice 
Choir.  So, with a little gentle arm 

twisting Kim, who lives in Melt-
ham, agreed to take on the task.
  She had only one rehearsal with 
the choir - the night before the 
event. But the concert at Penis-
tone Paramount on Friday May 
11th was a great success with the 
choir and band receiving a very 
warm reception.
  Kim said: “I was quite nervous 
during the day but once I got up 
on the podium and looked at your 
confident faces I just enjoyed the 

music.”
  A concert in Stannington with 
Stannington Brass Band and 
their training band on Saturday 
April 28th  was a big success. We 
were conducted by Daniel Tim-
mins, who like Kim, had only 
one rehearsal with the choir to 
go through the programme. Lor-

raine Pearson was the pianist. The 
packed house at the Lomas Hall 
gave the performers prolonged ap-
plause. There was admiration for 
the youngsters in the training band.
  There was a fitting concert in 

Sheffield Cathderal on Saturday 

June 9th to pay tribute to Mark 
Rotchell, former chorister at 
Sheffield Cathedral, choir master, 

church organist (Christ Church 
Stocksbridge), band leader and 
chairman of Worrall MVC, who 
died suddenly at 64 last October.  
Worrall, Bolsterstone and New 
Mill male voice choirs sang to-
gether and Loxley Silver Band 
were special guests.

Mick Siddall presents gifts to Fran Wells and Lorraine Pearson         Photographs: Chris Blackburn
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Choir hits the jackpot with 
race night at the Castle
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youngest performers were just three years 
old and the oldest in their 90s. Each per-
formance from local schools, individu-
als and community groups especially the 
choirs was so different but polished and 
professional and really showed the talent 
that there is in the community. 
  “It would be hard to pick any group out in 
particular but I personally loved the play-
ground songs from Royd Nursery Infant 

School and the memories that they stirred 
up and a gentleman said to me that he 
found the performance of the youth group 
No Identity  ‘haunting and uplifting.’ This 
has been such a worthwhile project for 
all concerned.”   Bolsterstone Male Voice 
Choir secretary Rob Firth said: “It was 
wonderful to have so many young  and 
older people performing together and ap-
preciating music of all kinds.” 
  A music festival was started in the dis-

trict in 1907 by local GP Dr Walter Midg-
eley Robertshaw and ran for more than 30 
years. It is hoped that the festival will be-
come an annual event for years to come, 
raising money for a fund to help young lo-
cal musicians develop their talent. Grants 
have already been made to Deepcar  
Brass Band training band, St Ann’s  Cath-
olic Primary School, Deepcar St John 
Junior School and Royd Nursery Infant 
School.

Levesley/

Cathderal, stannington and Penistone concerts

Local musicians of all ages make festival a success
This picture captures the spirit of the festival as young and old join to sing the finale, Working Man
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Cyril Cherry 
dies aged 92
ONE of the choir’s most pop-
ular and beloved members, 
Cyril Cherry, died on May 17 
at the age of 92. 
 Cyril had been a member for 
nearly 50 years, for a long time 
the top tenor line steward, and 
had served BMVC loyally and 
with great good humour.
  Cyril, who lived in Penistone, 
was raised in Midhope.  He leaves 
a widow Norah, a married daugh-
ter Joy, son-in-law Joe and a 
grand-daughter Alicia.
  That Cyril had sung with the 
choir for the last time as recently 
as the Armstice Day service at St 
Mary’s last November showed his 
determination to support the choir 
as long as he could.
  As expected, there was a strong 
turn-out of members for Cyril’s 
funeral at Grenoside Crematorium 
on Monday June 4th to sing When 
the Saints, Gwahhodiad, Hail 
Smiling Morn and Morte Cristie 
  Members raised a glass to Cyril  
in the Castle Inn after our practice 
on the evening of the funeral with 
drinks kindly provided by the 
family.

Among the many performers at Fox Valley:
Dance Dynamique (left) and (above) 
Millhouse Green Male Voice Choir

Thurgoland Community Choir (above) conducted by Daniel Timmins,  at 

the Venue and (left) Deepcar Brass Band 

Continued from page one

-serving conductor after Bill Evans, the choir’s founder. 
It had been an inspired choice when Fran came to sing 
the solo 30 years ago in Huddersfield as Jeffrey had 

mentioned.  Frank then played a recording of this fate-
ful solo which filled the ornate dining room with rich 

sounds followed by long applause.  That solo was the 
start of Fran’s long association with the choir.  “Fran 
brought another long period of stability to the choir and 
some wonderful memories,” said Frank.
  Echoing Jeffrey, Frank said Fran’s most notable ac-
complishment was the 2002 Eisteddfod victory which 
came 30 years after the first win with Alvin Tipple as 

conductor. 
  A visit to Athens in 2000 was an unforgettable ex-
perience including a memorable  performance of 
Beethoven’s “Ode to  Joy” and the collaboration in 
2012  with the jazz musician John Surman and pianist 
Howard Moody - “the village hall piano has never re-
covered” - led to two amazing performances of “Life-
lines”, a suite of music specially-composed for the 
choir by Surman, in Huddersfield and London.  There 

was a standing ovation from the 700-strong audience at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hall on the Southbank. That con-
cert was later broadcast on Radio 3.  “It was a great 
achievement”, said Frank.   He concluded: “Over the 
last 30 years Fran has been totally committed to the 
choir. I hope you have enjoyed conducting the choir as 
much as we have enjoyed singing for you. Enjoy your 
retirement!”
  Saying he was “quite choked up”, Fran said it had 
been a privilege to say, when asked, that he was the 
conductor of Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir.
   Lorraine said it had been a hard decision to leave but 
she wished to devote more time to tennis and to have 
the chance to sing with a choir. “I have travelled abroad 
to some wonderful places I otherwise would probably 
not have visited if I had not been associated with the 
choir. 
  “Above all, I have met some lovely people and made 
some genuine friendships, not least my husband Gra-
ham.  Wishing you every success.  Thank you for the 
memories.”  Graham has been a choir member in the 
top tenor section for many years, joining as a young 
man.  He six brothers, Raymond, Roger, Geoffrey, Eric, 
John and Alf,  have all sung in the choir.

Gordon Webster and John Howden (above) take 

the bets; the County Stand set (above right); and 

Judith Horsfield presents the cheque to chairman 

Mick Siddall and secretary Rob Firth

Memorable occasion at Wortley

‘It was wonderful 
to have so many 
young and older 
people performing 
together’

A race night at the Castle Inn raised a  
magnificent sum of £800 for Bolsterstone  
Male Voice Choir.
  The event was organised by choir vice-president 
Gordon Webster and Judith Horsfield of the Castle 

and attracted a big crowd. Gordon was assisted in 
taking bets by John Howden who also expertly and 

quickly calculated the odds.

  Castle landlady Nicola George donated bottles of 

wine and prosecco for prizes and also gave the profits 

of catering. The last-race auction pool was scooped 

by choir second tenor Chris Blackburn, of Chapel-
town, winning £105. Choir deputy chairman Mike 

Bradshaw, who was among the punters, thanked the 

organisers and supporters.  Choir secretary Rob Firth 

said: “It was a great night.  The choir is hugely grate-
ful to Gordon, Judith, John and Nicola for making the 

event such a success.”

Jeffrey Wynn Davies in full flight (left) and (right) 

diners rise to their feet in tribute to Fran and  
Lorraine                           Photographs: Chris Blackburn 
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Festival revival 
hits right note
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A revival of a music festival in Stocksbridge 
and district was such a success that organisers 
are already planning for next year’s event to 
be held on Saturday April 13th.
  Four hundred local musicians took part in 
the all-day Valley Festival on Saturday March 
24th co-presented by Inyerface Arts and Bol-
sterstone Male Voice Choir.  Support for the 
event exceeded all expectations with more 
than  600 people attending.
  There were free performances throughout the 
day at the Venue and the Fox Valley bandstand 
and an evening concert at the Venue, hosted 
by the BBC’s Trisha Cooper, was packed.
  The 200 Saturday Night Live performers re-
ceived a five-minute ovation after the massed 

choirs ended the biggest musical event in the 
district for 80 years with the Rita MacNeil 
classic Working Man.
  Festival director Hilary Osborn said: 
“The Festival has been a fantastic project 
to work on and support from local people 
of all ages has been overwhelming. Our  
Continued on page 3

WORTLEY HALL provided an 
elegant setting to mark the retirements 
after many years of Bolsterstone 
Male Voice Choir’s musical director 
Fran Wells and accompanist Lorraine 
Pearson.
  But neither Fran nor Lorraine will be 
severing their long association with the 
choir. In a friendly swap, Fran is staying 
on as deputy musical director as Daniel 
Timmins takes the helm and Lorraine has 
kindly agreed to be on hand to step into her 
old role as accompanist when her successor 
Kim Kaye is unavailable. 
   Fran has led the choir for 22 years and Lor-
raine has given nearly 34 years’ service, a re-
markable record. 
  At the dinner on Saturday May 26th attended 
by more than 80 members, wives and guests, 
a string quartet led by Thomas Hetherington 
played before the meal and set the tone for a 
very special evening. Choir chairman Mick Sid-
dall, saying Fran and Lorraine had made an im-
mense contribution to the choir, presented Fran 
with a cheque towards buying a piece of fine 

art and an engraved whisky glass and Lorraine 
received a bracelet, an engraved wine glass and 
a bouquet.  Mick said  the choir was lucky that 
a friendly succession of our professionals had 
been so smooth and the fact that both Fran and 
Lorraine were still being available to support 
the choir made for “a fantastic arrangement.” 
  Special surprise guests were Jeffrey Wynn Da-
vies who conducted the choir for 12 years and 
his wife Fiona Clucas, a soprano soloist who 
also conducts.  Fiona also received a bouquet 
as did Fran’s wife, Catherine.
  Jeffrey paid tribute to Fran and Lorraine.  He 
said: “Lorraine is unique.  She had the uncan-
ny knack of anticipating my every move.” He 
joked that he was already half way home across 
the Woodhead Pass when Lorraine was playing 
the last chord at Victory Club concerts.
  Describing Lorraine as “hugely invaluable”, he 
recalled that her first appearance with the choir 

was at the St David’s Hall, Cardiff, in 1984 
when he was conducting and the choir won the 
Welsh Choir of the Year title, the first English 

choir to do so.  The victory in an otherwise all-
Welsh final left the audience stunned.  “I’ve 

never seen an audience quit a hall so fast,” said 

Jeffrey.   There was, though, high  praise from 
the late opera singer Sir Geraint Evans, chair-
man of the adjudicators and born in Cilfynydd, 
the same Welsh village where co-incidentally 
Jeffrey was born.
  Jeffrey recalled that the Cardiff cut-glass tro-
phy “smashed into a thousand pieces” when 
dropped during celebrations in the Castle Inn 
by the late Tom Cooke, the choir secretary for 
45 years.  Jeffrey described Tom as legendary 
and “my most favourite person ever.”
  Fran first came to the choir, said Jeffrey, to 

sing the baritone solo in “Crown of Praise” at 
Huddersfield in 1988.  His voice was “a creamy, 

light baritone - a Fauré Requiem voice.”   His 
crowning glory as conductor came in 2002 
when the choir won the International Eistedd-
fod in Llangollen for the second time.
  Jeffrey said it was rare nowadays to see a male 
voice choir with more than 30 members so Bol-
sterstone, with its 70-plus members, was well 
placed for a bright future.
  Former chairman Frank Milnes said it was 
sad to lose Fran and Lorraine at the same time 
but there were mixed emotions because  of  the 
exciting prospects with Daniel and Kim taking 
over their roles. “We have been very fortunate 
to have such an accomplished musician as Lor-
raine as accompanist.  She has been a huge fac-
tor in our competition successes.”  It had been 
a privilege to listen to such wonderful  piano 
playing both as accompanist and a  solo per-
former.
  Fran, said Frank, had been the second longest-

and Daniel does us proud in Stannington
Baptism of fire for Kim at Penistone

Daniel Timmins and

Kim Kaye

The choir was given a head-
ache when at the last minute 
it was discovered that neither 
Fran Wells nor Daniel Tim-
mins was available to conduct 
a long-arranged concert with 
Thurlstone Brass Band in  
Penistone.
  We had not sung in Penistone 
for a few years and we needed 
to make a good impression. We 
needn’t have worried.
  Kim Kaye, who had only very 
recently succeeded Lorraine 
Pearson as our accompanist, let 
slip that not only was she pianist 
for Marsh Ladies’ Choir she was 
also musical director of  Holme 
Valley Singers and the Kirklees 
Choir, formerly U3A Mixed Voice 
Choir.  So, with a little gentle arm 

twisting Kim, who lives in Melt-
ham, agreed to take on the task.
  She had only one rehearsal with 
the choir - the night before the 
event. But the concert at Penis-
tone Paramount on Friday May 
11th was a great success with the 
choir and band receiving a very 
warm reception.
  Kim said: “I was quite nervous 
during the day but once I got up 
on the podium and looked at your 
confident faces I just enjoyed the 

music.”
  A concert in Stannington with 
Stannington Brass Band and 
their training band on Saturday 
April 28th  was a big success. We 
were conducted by Daniel Tim-
mins, who like Kim, had only 
one rehearsal with the choir to 
go through the programme. Lor-

raine Pearson was the pianist. The 
packed house at the Lomas Hall 
gave the performers prolonged ap-
plause. There was admiration for 
the youngsters in the training band.
  There was a fitting concert in 

Sheffield Cathderal on Saturday 

June 9th to pay tribute to Mark 
Rotchell, former chorister at 
Sheffield Cathedral, choir master, 

church organist (Christ Church 
Stocksbridge), band leader and 
chairman of Worrall MVC, who 
died suddenly at 64 last October.  
Worrall, Bolsterstone and New 
Mill male voice choirs sang to-
gether and Loxley Silver Band 
were special guests.

Mick Siddall presents gifts to Fran Wells and Lorraine Pearson         Photographs: Chris Blackburn

www.bolsterstonemvc.co.uk   info@bolsterstonemvc.co.uk  Also on Facebook Our next concert is at St Mary’s, Bolsterstone, on Sat Sept  22nd with special guests Hade Edge Band


	Summer2018Page1
	summerinsideFINAL
	summerinsideFINAL copy
	Summer2018Page1 copy

