
ROGER PONT, our chairman 
for seven years, bowed out at the  
annual general meeting and handed 
over to former choir secretary Mick 
Siddall. 
   A former South Yorkshire Police officer, 
Roger, whose career included CID, Task Force, 
Drugs Squad and forming the force’s Under-
water Unit, told members that now he was in 
his 70s it was time to tackle his “bucket list” of 
things to do, including foreign travel.  He had 
undergone three hip operations and one for a 
new knee so it was time to retire to the back-
benches of the choir and keep on singing in the 
bass section.
  Roger thanked choir members for their 
“friendship and kindness and undying support.”  
Among the highlights of Roger’s chairmanship 
was the glittering celebration in 2014 of the 
choir’s 8oth anniversary at the Cutlers’ Hall in 
Sheffield, the performance at the Queen Eliza-
beth Hall in London of a work specially-written 
for the choir by leading jazz musician John Sur-
man which received a standing ovation in 2012, 
and a hugely-enjoyable trip to Amsterdam with 
Worrall choir members last summer.
  Incoming chairman Mick, a retired assistant 
headmaster from Deepcar, who sings in the bass 
section, led the tributes to Roger’s tenure saying 
he was a highly popular leader who had carried 
out the role with “total good humour, total com-
mitment and with immense pastoral skills.”
  Another Deepcar resident, retired journalist 
Rob Firth, who followed in his late father Eric’s 
footsteps into the top-tenor section, was elected 
secretary and marketing chief Mike Bradshaw 
was elected deputy chairman.  
   Alan Hobson, a second tenor who served for 

three years as chairman and 13 as secretary, re-
turns to the committee room along with new-
ly-elected John Siddall (his second committee 
spell), Graham Cooke, son of choir legend Tom 
(45 years as secretary) and David Kirkland, all 
three  from the top tenors, and Stephen Clark 
from the bass section. They join existing com-
mittee men David Bradshaw (treasurer and 
baritones) and Tom Barlow (second tenors) and 
Stuart Ralph (basses). 
   Our president John Gill, of Bradfield Brewery, 
said he was pleased to continue his association 
with the choir and thanked us for singing at the 
Nag’s Head harvest auction which raised more 
than £3,500 for Weston Park Hospital. Musical 
director Fran Wells told the agm that the smaller 
events were as important as the big ones in mak-

ing the choir a success.  He cited the camarade-
rie at former choir member Martin Westwood’s 
wedding in Derbyshire  when at the last minute 
the choir was able to sing a song in Hebrew to 
acclaim.
  There was praise for our three professionasl 
musicians: Fran, invaluable accompanist Lor-
raine Pearson and deputy musical director Dan-
iel Timmins. 

Sponsors thanked
Sincere thanks were expressed to the choir’s 
main sponsors, Bradfield Brewery and PA Jew-
ellery.  John Gill’s family-run brewery at Watt 
House Farm started in 2005 and production 
has grown to 300 barrels a week. The brewery 
bought the Nag’s Head, Loxley, in 2008.  Shef-
field-based PA Jewellery was founded in 1978 
by Mike Marsh who has been ably assisted on 
the accounting side of the business by Geoff 
Waller (baritones) since 1981. 
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It’s YOUR choir, so tell us what you want ....

Crotchets and quavers ...
The Castle Inn has been the headquar-

ters of the choir since its formation 
more than 80 years ago as the silverware and 
photographs on display attest.  A well-loved 
artefact is what remains of a shattered rose 
bowl dropped by choir hero Tom Cooke 
who was secretary for 45 years. 
   It’s the place where the choir’s triumphs 
and tribulations have been mulled over since 
1936.  Like an MP’s surgery, members can 
bend the ears of officials and also laugh, chat  
and quite often have a sing.  There was a time 
when locals would make a point of going to 
the Castle on a Monday night knowing that 
members would be on song. 
   Perhaps those members who head off after 
rehearsals might consider calling in. It’s 
good fun, adds to our camaraderie - and 
higher numbers might transform the “quite 
often” sing into a more frequent occurrence.
                                      =

     Glynn Davies sends his regards to all his old 
pals in the choir.  Formerly in the baritone 
section, Glynn had to leave us because of ill 
health.  He has a lung disease and is quite 
rightly miffed that he has succumbed, being 
a non-smoker and longtime sportsman - 
rugby and cricket.  It is not an industrial 
disease as Glynn had originally thought but 
“the luck of the draw.”  When I bumped into 
him, Glynn was outside his Wood Royd, 
Deepcar, home waiting for a friend to pick 
him up to take him to Stocksbridge Rugby 
Club. Glynn had his oxygen supply over his 
shoulder.  “You just have to soldier on”, he 
said.  “Say hello from me to all the lads. We 
had some good fun.”
                                     =
Stuart Stubbs, our technowhizz, clearly had 
his priorities right at the annual general 
meeting.  He had a very important question 
for our president, Bradfield Brewery boss 
John Gill, who had just delivered his short 
annual address. There was an expectant 
hush. “Why can’t we have Belgian Blue all 
the year round instead of just at Christmas?” 
A burning question indeed. Unfortunately 
John’s answer left Stuart a tad down in the 
dumps. It seemed clear that the fruity brew 
would remain a seasonal sup.                                     
                                      =
Some of our photographs, taken down dur-
ing redecoration, have been put back up in 
the Castle and others not rehung after the 
Village Hall refurbishment are back on the 
wall.  Many thanks to Graham Cooke for 
doing this.  Every picture tells a story!
                                                                        Cantor

Memory lane . . .

Stones brewery boss and choir president 
Jeff Huckerby pours champagne for choir 
secretary Tom Cooke, accompanist Jean 
Taylor and musical director Alvin Tippple to 
celebrate the choir’s victory in 1972 at the 
Eisteddfod in Llangollen.
  Alvin Tipple had taken over the baton in 
1965 after the death of founder member and 
conductor William Evans, widely regarded as 
the architect of the choir’s success. 
  Thirty years later in 2002 the choir won 
the prestigious Eisteddfod competition for 
the second time, conducted by our musical 
director Fran Wells. That the choir of a small 
village should  become the best in the world - 
twice - is a remarkable achievement.
  In his book about the choir (see item on 

The choir has secured what is thought 
to be its first concert booking at Wortley 

Hall. Members can only recall a couple of 

events there: the wedding of choir member 

Jeff Harrison and Rita in 2005 and an out-

door sing at a trades union gathering. So a 

Christmas concert on December 19th may 

well be the first concert at the former seat 

of the Wharncliffe family in our 82-year 

history. 

page 2), Peter Goodman writes of the 2002 
victory: “It was perhaps fortuitous that the 
scene of one of the choir’s greatest triumphs 
was a vast marquee with a roof 50 or so feet 
above the ground. 
   “Had it been any lower, the head of Frank 
Milnes, then choir chairman, would have 
surely crashed through it as, like an uncoiled 
jack-in-a-box, he leapt from his seat, punched 
the air and, in a display of unbridled joy, 
captured perfectly the magic moment when 
Bolsterstone became the best male voice choir 
in the world.
  “...Secretary Alan Hobson was off his feet 
seconds later than Frank, shouting and 
throwing his arms round anyone within 
hugging distance.”
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 Welcome
This is the first issue of the 

choir’s new paper which we 

hope will prove a worthy 
successor to Touchstone 

which has not appeared for 

some years. It was edited by 

choir veteran Norman Brooke 

to whom we owe thanks for 

his hard work. 

   It is YOUR paper and we 

seek members’ contributions. 

News, views, photographs, 

memories  - anything you 

think would be of interest 

- can be sent to firth382@

btinternet.com

Issue No 1

Stephen Clark, a retired banking executive who 
joined us two years ago and sings in the bass 
section, has agreed to head a project to find out 
the views of members and come up with ideas to 
keep the 82-year-old choir on a successful path.
   He is preparing a questionnaire for each mem-
ber to fill in and then he will be happy to meet 
with individual members to discuss matters fur-
ther if they so wish.  Stephen asks members to 
be as frank as they want to be.  Although some 
members regularly make their views known to 

committee members, 
there are those who 
don’t.
  This “It’s Your Choir”  
survey will help the 
committee to make the 
right decisions aimed at 
giving our choir a bright 
future.
  Stephen, who lives in Hillsborough is the son 
of a Church of England vicar.  He has wide ex-

A toast to 
success 
outside the 
Castle after 
winning the 
Eisteddfod 
for the  
first time

perience in banking at a high level, including a 
decade working in Australia. He sat as a mag-
istrate in Sheffield for 10 years, is still a JP and 
chairs the Education Appeals Panel. 
  Stephen said: “The zenith of my choral career 
was winning the junior school singing prize 
at 14 and it’s been downhill ever since - from 
treble to bass.
  “It is important that members know that all 
their comments to me during this exercise will 
be unattributable.”  

New chairman Mick 
Siddall presents an
engraved decanter to 
retiring chairman 
Roger Pont

Keep your eye on the ball for a bonus
The bonus ball scheme has been running for 
about three years and raises about £1,200 per 
annum for choir funds, writes Peter Neal.
  The rules are simple. Choir members choose 
a number or numbers from 1 to 59 and pay 
£1 per week per number. The Lotto draws on 
Wednesday and Saturday every week gener-
ate a bonus ball number and the choir mem-
ber with that number wins a prize: £10 for 
the Wednesday draw and £20 for the Satur-

day draw.  The number has to have been paid 
for the week prior to the number being drawn 
otherwise the winnings are forfeited and the 
winnings go towards choir funds.
  Thanks to everyone who supports this ven-
ture. At the time of publication there are a 
few numbers still available and if anyone else 
would like to have a number and support the 
choir, please see me at the back of the hall 
from 7pm on Monday practice nights.



One of our best-loved 
members, Cyril Cherry, 
has been a choir mem-
ber for 47 years and is 
still singing heartily at 
the age of 91. Cyril, the 
top tenor line steward, 
was born at Smithy 
Moor, Stocksbridge, 
before moving to Midhope, aged three. He 
attended the village school before pass-
ing his county minor to attend Penistone 
Grammar School where a fellow pupil was 
the choir’s other 91-year-old, Raymond 
English, younger than Cyril by a few 
months. Cyril succeeded his father Clar-
ence as wicketkeeper with Midhope cricket 
team.  “You had to dodge the cow pats at 
Midhope’s ground”, said Cyril who lives in 
Penistone. He also played football locally. 
His first job was at General Refractories in 

Deepcar in the lab.  Cyril and Norah were 
married in 1954 and in 1960 he moved 
into management first in Bawtry and 

then a spell in Scotland before joining the 

Hepworth Iron Co where he worked for 26 
years, retiring in 1990.
  He was recruited to our choir by Alf 
Walker, still remembered for his stunning 
solo in Oft in the Stilly Night. The two 
were singing in the Club Inn, Midhope, 
at Christmas when Alf twisted his arm. “I 
was singing with Millhouse and thought I 
might not be good enough for prestigious 
Bolsterstone. But Alf said ‘don’t be daft, 

you’ll walk it’”.  So Cyril joined in the New 

Year and has been with us ever since.
  “I’ve enjoyed it immensely: the singing, 

the camaraderie, the social side, making 
so many friends and some wonderful trips 
abroad, including Germany. I was most 
disappointed to miss the South African trip 
because I’d booked holidays.”
  Among highlights of his membership, 
Cyril picks beating the Welsh in Cardiff in 
1984. “That was better to me than winning 
the Eisteddfod twice and I was singing on 
both those occasions at Llangollen.”
  Cyril thanks his friends Idris Jones, 
Graham Walsh and Graham Pearson for 
his safe passage to and from rehearsals and 
concerts.  “Without them I couldn’t do it. 
They are very kind. I hope to have more 
years singing because I love it.”
  Cyril and Norah have a married daughter 
Joy. Grand-daughter Alicia is keeping the 
family choral flag flying by singing in a 

mixed choir. Cyril thanks Norah for all her 
support and encouragement in his singing. 
  Cyril, who at 91 is proud to be able to 
sing at concerts without copies, would like 
to see a greater proportion of concerts 
held locally and suggests a local recruiting 
campaign.

Our marketing maestro Mike Bradshaw 
thought the history of the choir written 
by long-serving member Peter Goodman, 
former deputy editor the Star,  was sold 
out.
  But the two Mikes (above) - Firth and 
Dawson - found two boxes containing 100 
copies of the book among the mountains 
of music in their upstairs store room in the 
Village Hall.  The book was published to 
coincide with the 80th anniversay of the 
choir in 2014 when a concert was given to 
specially-invited guests who packed the Cut-
lers’ Hall in Sheffield. It was a night to re-
member organised by Graham Walsh and Idris 
Jones.
  Peter, who sadly left the choir because of 
eyesight problems affecting his night driving, 
spent thousands of hours researching “The 

Village Choir that Conquered the World” 
which was a big sales success. It was a la-
bour of love for a member who was devoted 
to Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir and was a 
huge asset in the bass section.  His newspaper 
background meant that he kept the choir in the 
news over a long period.
  Because of the unexpected find, Mike Brad-
shaw can offer more copies at £10 each. See 
him at rehearsals or ring 07714501229.
   Mike Firth, librarian for 28 years of his 30 
years in the choir, and Mike Dawson, a mem-
ber for 13 years, keep our music in 28 cabinet 
drawers. No music has been thrown out since 
the choir was formed in 1934 . “We’ve got 
about 800 songs in storage”, said Mike Firth.  
“Some of it is nearly falling to bits, but there’s 
some excellent music, some really wonderful 
stuff. There’s plenty to go at. We’ll never be 
short of good material.”

Profile

Our latest recruit

No 1

Cyril Cherry

The two Mikes find our 
buried treasure

First time out for our new look
We very nearly had as many compliments 
for our outfit as did Joanna Lumley for hers 
at the opening of the Fox Valley shopping 
centre.
  It was first time out for the new uniform that 
had been arranged by Mike Bradshaw, a former 
district manager for the men’s outfitters Dunn’s. 
  As we sang in the rain, there were complimen-
tary remarks from some in the crowd. The new 

CHRIS BLACKBURN, 
35, who works at Asda 
in Chapeltown and 
sings in the second 
tenor section, writes:

From an early age I have 
had an interest in music 
and performance. I first 
remember singing for a 
school nativity about the 
age of seven in Trowbridge, Wiltshire. I remem-
ber being petrified about forgetting the words 
but really enjoyed the experience. 
  My love of music led to me getting involved 
with a brass band at the age of eight and con-
tinued through youth bands and progressed into 
adult bands until my twenties. 
  Alongside this I was fortunate to get involved 
with amateur dramatics groups and was involved 
in productions of “Guys and Dolls”, “Annie”, 
“Return to the Forbidden Planet” as well as per-

forming extracts from “Les Misérables”, “Miss 
Saigon” and “The Wizard of Oz”. I continued 
my studies having been the only boy in my 
GCSE performing arts class at school and took 
on a BTEC in drama at college in Wakefield. I 
was involved with a choir through college and 
got involved with technical theatre through the 
local arts centre and the Theatre Royal.
  Having inherited my grandad’s three-tiered 
electronic organ and music books in my teens I 
took the time to learn to play chords and melody 
to a reasonable standard and often helped by 
playing for Sunday service at my local church. 
  Recent changes in my circumstances have 
meant that I have moved back to Chapeltown 
and now live just 300 yards or so from the 
house in which I was born. As a newly-restored 
bachelor I had little in my life bar work at Asda 
and home. 
  Having seen the banner at the Newton Hall 
in Chapeltown, I decided to come and have 
a sing at the taster session. I’m so glad I did. 
I have found the opportunity of experiencing 
music again that has been missing from my life 
for some time and a social group that I sorely 
needed. 
  I thank you for this opportunity and the warm 
welcome I have received. I’m looking forward 
to the experience of the concerts coming up in 
the near future and in the years ahead.

Rob’s mixed choir, with whom we 
performed in Amsterdam, is a result. 
We will be singing with our Wor-
rall friends at the concert on Friday 
May 19th at the Central United 
Reformed Church, Sheffield, in aid 
of Weston Park Hospital.
  Rob is an accomplished jazz 
pianist. His natural extemporisa-
tion while accompanying the choir 
proved a bit of a challenge at times 
for our musical director!

Rob van Dijk, 
right, our pianist 
during the Amster-
dam trip, is bring-
ing his Route 66 
choir to Sheffield 
in May and we 
will be performing with them.
  Former chairman Roger Pont has 
kept in touch with Nan van Gron-
ingen, our organiser and friend 
in Holland, and this concert with 

black-jacket-and-trousers kit gives us three 
choices to fit the occasion: red tie with striped 
blue shirt; purple tie and purple shirt; and 
black bow tie and white shirt for singing in 
church and for more formal events. 
  There was some regret as we chucked out our 
blue blazers but they had become a tad shabby 
and the jokes about looking like coach drivers 
were wearing thin.

Another journey with Route 66

Chris followed the 
banner .... 

The best of  
Bolsterstone 
coming to a CD 
player near you

Those scratchy choir vinyl records which 
were big sellers in the 60s, 70s and 80s are 
being given a new lease on life.
   The choir is to produce CDs called the 
Best of Bolsterstone with selections from 

the vinyl and cassette years to the present 
day.
   Top tenor Graham Cooke came up with 
the idea at his first committee meeting at 

which John Siddall remembered that the 
original vinyl master tape recordings had 
been transferred to CDs.
  Past long-serving secretary and chairman 
- and back on the committee - Alan Hobson 
is making the initial selections along with 
Graham and our technical expert Stuart 
Stubbs is to prepare the tracks for CD 
production.
   Two double CDs are in preparation: the 

Best of Bolsterstone and the Best of Bolster-
stone at Christmas.

                                       

Some covers from    
our vinyl collection.
                                                     

    Confirmed events
Sat April 29th: Tour de Yorkshire con-
cert with Deepcar Band, St Mary’s
Sun April 30th: Tour de Yorkshire sing, 
Bolsterstone
Fri May 19th: Charity concert with 
Worrall MVC and Route 66, United 
Reformed Church, Sheffield
Sat June 10th: St Thomas’s, Crookes, 
charity concert
Sat June 17th: wedding at Dodworth
Sat June 24th: Concert with Denby 
Ladies, the Venue
Fri July 7th: Charity Golf Day, 
Stocksbridge Golf Club
Sat Sept 2nd: Brightholmlee Chapel’s 
reunion with Worrall MVC

Photograph: Mike Bradshaw



One of our best-loved 
members, Cyril Cherry, 
has been a choir mem-
ber for 47 years and is 
still singing heartily at 
the age of 91. Cyril, the 
top tenor line steward, 
was born at Smithy 
Moor, Stocksbridge, 
before moving to Midhope, aged three. He 
attended the village school before pass-
ing his county minor to attend Penistone 
Grammar School where a fellow pupil was 
the choir’s other 91-year-old, Raymond 
English, younger than Cyril by a few 
months. Cyril succeeded his father Clar-
ence as wicketkeeper with Midhope cricket 
team.  “You had to dodge the cow pats at 
Midhope’s ground”, said Cyril who lives in 
Penistone. He also played football locally. 
His first job was at General Refractories in 

Deepcar in the lab.  Cyril and Norah were 
married in 1954 and in 1960 he moved 
into management first in Bawtry and 

then a spell in Scotland before joining the 

Hepworth Iron Co where he worked for 26 
years, retiring in 1990.
  He was recruited to our choir by Alf 
Walker, still remembered for his stunning 
solo in Oft in the Stilly Night. The two 
were singing in the Club Inn, Midhope, 
at Christmas when Alf twisted his arm. “I 
was singing with Millhouse and thought I 
might not be good enough for prestigious 
Bolsterstone. But Alf said ‘don’t be daft, 

you’ll walk it’”.  So Cyril joined in the New 

Year and has been with us ever since.
  “I’ve enjoyed it immensely: the singing, 

the camaraderie, the social side, making 
so many friends and some wonderful trips 
abroad, including Germany. I was most 
disappointed to miss the South African trip 
because I’d booked holidays.”
  Among highlights of his membership, 
Cyril picks beating the Welsh in Cardiff in 
1984. “That was better to me than winning 
the Eisteddfod twice and I was singing on 
both those occasions at Llangollen.”
  Cyril thanks his friends Idris Jones, 
Graham Walsh and Graham Pearson for 
his safe passage to and from rehearsals and 
concerts.  “Without them I couldn’t do it. 
They are very kind. I hope to have more 
years singing because I love it.”
  Cyril and Norah have a married daughter 
Joy. Grand-daughter Alicia is keeping the 
family choral flag flying by singing in a 

mixed choir. Cyril thanks Norah for all her 
support and encouragement in his singing. 
  Cyril, who at 91 is proud to be able to 
sing at concerts without copies, would like 
to see a greater proportion of concerts 
held locally and suggests a local recruiting 
campaign.

Our marketing maestro Mike Bradshaw 
thought the history of the choir written 
by long-serving member Peter Goodman, 
former deputy editor the Star,  was sold 
out.
  But the two Mikes (above) - Firth and 
Dawson - found two boxes containing 100 
copies of the book among the mountains 
of music in their upstairs store room in the 
Village Hall.  The book was published to 
coincide with the 80th anniversay of the 
choir in 2014 when a concert was given to 
specially-invited guests who packed the Cut-
lers’ Hall in Sheffield. It was a night to re-
member organised by Graham Walsh and Idris 
Jones.
  Peter, who sadly left the choir because of 
eyesight problems affecting his night driving, 
spent thousands of hours researching “The 

Village Choir that Conquered the World” 
which was a big sales success. It was a la-
bour of love for a member who was devoted 
to Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir and was a 
huge asset in the bass section.  His newspaper 
background meant that he kept the choir in the 
news over a long period.
  Because of the unexpected find, Mike Brad-
shaw can offer more copies at £10 each. See 
him at rehearsals or ring 07714501229.
   Mike Firth, librarian for 28 years of his 30 
years in the choir, and Mike Dawson, a mem-
ber for 13 years, keep our music in 28 cabinet 
drawers. No music has been thrown out since 
the choir was formed in 1934 . “We’ve got 
about 800 songs in storage”, said Mike Firth.  
“Some of it is nearly falling to bits, but there’s 
some excellent music, some really wonderful 
stuff. There’s plenty to go at. We’ll never be 
short of good material.”

Profile

Our latest recruit

No 1

Cyril Cherry

The two Mikes find our 
buried treasure

First time out for our new look
We very nearly had as many compliments 
for our outfit as did Joanna Lumley for hers 
at the opening of the Fox Valley shopping 
centre.
  It was first time out for the new uniform that 
had been arranged by Mike Bradshaw, a former 
district manager for the men’s outfitters Dunn’s. 
  As we sang in the rain, there were complimen-
tary remarks from some in the crowd. The new 

CHRIS BLACKBURN, 
35, who works at Asda 
in Chapeltown and 
sings in the second 
tenor section, writes:

From an early age I have 
had an interest in music 
and performance. I first 
remember singing for a 
school nativity about the 
age of seven in Trowbridge, Wiltshire. I remem-
ber being petrified about forgetting the words 
but really enjoyed the experience. 
  My love of music led to me getting involved 
with a brass band at the age of eight and con-
tinued through youth bands and progressed into 
adult bands until my twenties. 
  Alongside this I was fortunate to get involved 
with amateur dramatics groups and was involved 
in productions of “Guys and Dolls”, “Annie”, 
“Return to the Forbidden Planet” as well as per-

forming extracts from “Les Misérables”, “Miss 
Saigon” and “The Wizard of Oz”. I continued 
my studies having been the only boy in my 
GCSE performing arts class at school and took 
on a BTEC in drama at college in Wakefield. I 
was involved with a choir through college and 
got involved with technical theatre through the 
local arts centre and the Theatre Royal.
  Having inherited my grandad’s three-tiered 
electronic organ and music books in my teens I 
took the time to learn to play chords and melody 
to a reasonable standard and often helped by 
playing for Sunday service at my local church. 
  Recent changes in my circumstances have 
meant that I have moved back to Chapeltown 
and now live just 300 yards or so from the 
house in which I was born. As a newly-restored 
bachelor I had little in my life bar work at Asda 
and home. 
  Having seen the banner at the Newton Hall 
in Chapeltown, I decided to come and have 
a sing at the taster session. I’m so glad I did. 
I have found the opportunity of experiencing 
music again that has been missing from my life 
for some time and a social group that I sorely 
needed. 
  I thank you for this opportunity and the warm 
welcome I have received. I’m looking forward 
to the experience of the concerts coming up in 
the near future and in the years ahead.

Rob’s mixed choir, with whom we 
performed in Amsterdam, is a result. 
We will be singing with our Worrall 
friends at the concert on May 20th 
at the Central United Reformed 
Church, Sheffield, at 7.30pm in aid 
of Weston Park Hospital.
  Rob is an accomplished jazz 
pianist. His natural extemporisa-
tion while accompanying the choir 
proved a bit of a challenge at times 
for our musical director!

Rob van Dijk, 
right, our pianist 
during the Amster-
dam trip, is bring-
ing his Route 66 
choir to Sheffield 
in May and we 
will be performing with them.
  Former chairman Roger Pont has 
kept in touch with Nan van Gron-
ingen, our organiser and friend 
in Holland, and this concert with 

black-jacket-and-trousers kit gives us three 
choices to fit the occasion: red tie with striped 
blue shirt; purple tie and purple shirt; and 
black bow tie and white shirt for singing in 
church and for more formal events. 
  There was some regret as we chucked out our 
blue blazers but they had become a tad shabby 
and the jokes about looking like coach drivers 
were wearing thin.

Another journey with Route 66

Chris followed the 
banner .... 

The best of  
Bolsterstone 
coming to a CD 
player near you

Those scratchy choir vinyl records which 
were big sellers in the 60s, 70s and 80s are 
being given a new lease on life.
   The choir is to produce CDs called the 
Best of Bolsterstone with selections from 

the vinyl and cassette years to the present 
day.
   Top tenor Graham Cooke came up with 
the idea at his first committee meeting at 

which John Siddall remembered that the 
original vinyl master tape recordings had 
been transferred to CDs.
  Past long-serving secretary and chairman 
- and back on the committee - Alan Hobson 
is making the initial selections along with 
Graham and our technical expert Stuart 
Stubbs is to prepare the tracks for CD 
production.
   Two double CDs are in preparation: the 

Best of Bolsterstone and the Best of Bolster-
stone at Christmas.

                                       

Some covers from    
our vinyl collection.
                                                     

    Confirmed events
Sat April 29th: Tour de Yorkshire con-
cert with Deepcar Band, St Mary’s
Sun April 30th: Tour de Yorkshire sing, 
Bolsterstone
Fri May 19th: Charity concert with 
Worrall MVC and Route 66, United 
Reformed Church, Sheffield
Sat June 10th: St Thomas’s, Crookes, 
charity concert
Sat June 17th: wedding at Dodworth
Sat June 24th: Concert with Denby 
Ladies, the Venue
Fri July 7th: Charity Golf Day, 
Stocksbridge Golf Club
Sat Sept 2nd: Brightholmlee Chapel’s 
reunion with Worrall MVC

Photograph: Mike Bradshaw



ROGER PONT, our chairman 
for seven years, bowed out at the  
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Drugs Squad and forming the force’s Under-
water Unit, told members that now he was in 
his 70s it was time to tackle his “bucket list” of 
things to do, including foreign travel.  He had 
undergone three hip operations and one for a 
new knee so it was time to retire to the back-
benches of the choir and keep on singing in the 
bass section.
  Roger thanked choir members for their 
“friendship and kindness and undying support.”  
Among the highlights of Roger’s chairmanship 
was the glittering celebration in 2014 of the 
choir’s 8oth anniversary at the Cutlers’ Hall in 
Sheffield, the performance at the Queen Eliza-
beth Hall in London of a work specially-written 
for the choir by leading jazz musician John Sur-
man which received a standing ovation in 2012, 
and a hugely-enjoyable trip to Amsterdam with 
Worrall choir members last summer.
  Incoming chairman Mick, a retired assistant 
headmaster from Deepcar, who sings in the bass 
section, led the tributes to Roger’s tenure saying 
he was a highly popular leader who had carried 
out the role with “total good humour, total com-
mitment and with immense pastoral skills.”
  Another Deepcar resident, retired journalist 
Rob Firth, who followed in his late father Eric’s 
footsteps into the top-tenor section, was elected 
secretary and marketing chief Mike Bradshaw 
was elected deputy chairman.  
   Alan Hobson, a second tenor who served for 

three years as chairman and 13 as secretary, re-
turns to the committee room along with new-
ly-elected John Siddall (his second committee 
spell), Graham Cooke, son of choir legend Tom 
(45 years as secretary) and David Kirkland, all 
three  from the top tenors, and Stephen Clark 
from the bass section. They join existing com-
mittee men David Bradshaw (treasurer and sec-
ond tenor) and Tom Barlow (second tenors) and 
Stuart Ralph (basses). 
   Our president John Gill, of Bradfield Brewery, 
said he was pleased to continue his association 
with the choir and thanked us for singing at the 
Nag’s Head harvest auction which raised more 
than £3,500 for Weston Park Hospital. Musical 
director Fran Wells told the agm that the smaller 
events were as important as the big ones in mak-

ing the choir a success.  He cited the camarade-
rie at former choir member Martin Westwood’s 
wedding in Derbyshire  when at the last minute 
the choir was able to sing a song in Hebrew to 
acclaim.
  There was praise for our three professionasl 
musicians: Fran, invaluable accompanist Lor-
raine Pearson and deputy musical director Dan-
iel Timmins. 

Sponsors thanked
Sincere thanks were expressed to the choir’s 
main sponsors, Bradfield Brewery and PA Jew-
ellery.  John Gill’s family-run brewery at Watt 
House Farm started in 2005 and production 
has grown to 300 barrels a week. The brewery 
bought the Nag’s Head, Loxley, in 2008.  Shef-
field-based PA Jewellery was founded in 1978 
by Mike Marsh who has been ably assisted on 
the accounting side of the business by Geoff 
Waller (baritones) since 1981. 

Choir News
Tributes paid to Roger
after seven years at the helm

It’s YOUR choir, so tell us what you want ....

Crotchets and quavers ...
The Castle Inn has been the headquar-

ters of the choir since its formation 
more than 80 years ago as the silverware and 
photographs on display attest.  A well-loved 
artefact is what remains of a shattered rose 
bowl dropped by choir hero Tom Cooke 
who was secretary for 45 years. 
   It’s the place where the choir’s triumphs 
and tribulations have been mulled over since 
1936.  Like an MP’s surgery, members can 
bend the ears of officials and also laugh, chat  
and quite often have a sing.  There was a time 
when locals would make a point of going to 
the Castle on a Monday night knowing that 
members would be on song. 
   Perhaps those members who head off after 
rehearsals might consider calling in. It’s 
good fun, adds to our camaraderie - and 
higher numbers might transform the “quite 
often” sing into a more frequent occurrence.
                                      =

     Glynn Davies sends his regards to all his old 
pals in the choir.  Formerly in the baritone 
section, Glynn had to leave us because of ill 
health.  He has a lung disease and is quite 
rightly miffed that he has succumbed, being 
a non-smoker and longtime sportsman - 
rugby and cricket.  It is not an industrial 
disease as Glynn had originally thought but 
“the luck of the draw.”  When I bumped into 
him, Glynn was outside his Wood Royd, 
Deepcar, home waiting for a friend to pick 
him up to take him to Stocksbridge Rugby 
Club. Glynn had his oxygen supply over his 
shoulder.  “You just have to soldier on”, he 
said.  “Say hello from me to all the lads. We 
had some good fun.”
                                     =
Stuart Stubbs, our technowhizz, clearly had 
his priorities right at the annual general 
meeting.  He had a very important question 
for our president, Bradfield Brewery boss 
John Gill, who had just delivered his short 
annual address. There was an expectant 
hush. “Why can’t we have Belgian Blue all 
the year round instead of just at Christmas?” 
A burning question indeed. Unfortunately 
John’s answer left Stuart a tad down in the 
dumps. It seemed clear that the fruity brew 
would remain a seasonal sup.                                     
                                      =
Some of our photographs, taken down dur-
ing redecoration, have been put back up in 
the Castle and others not rehung after the 
Village Hall refurbishment are back on the 
wall.  Many thanks to Graham Cooke for 
doing this.  Every picture tells a story!
                                                                        Cantor

Memory lane . . .

Stones brewery boss and choir president 
Jeff Huckerby pours champagne for choir 
secretary Tom Cooke, accompanist Jean 
Taylor and musical director Alvin Tippple to 
celebrate the choir’s victory in 1972 at the 
Eisteddfod in Llangollen.
  Alvin Tipple had taken over the baton in 
1965 after the death of founder member and 
conductor William Evans, widely regarded as 
the architect of the choir’s success. 
  Thirty years later in 2002 the choir won 
the prestigious Eisteddfod competition for 
the second time, conducted by our musical 
director Fran Wells. That the choir of a small 
village should  become the best in the world - 
twice - is a remarkable achievement.
  In his book about the choir (see item on 

The choir has secured what is thought 
to be its first concert booking at Wortley 

Hall. Members can only recall a couple of 

events there: the wedding of choir member 

Jeff Harrison and Rita in 2005 and an out-

door sing at a trades union gathering. So a 

Christmas concert on December 19th may 

well be the first concert at the former seat 

of the Wharncliffe family in our 82-year 

history. 

page 2), Peter Goodman writes of the 2002 
victory: “It was perhaps fortuitous that the 
scene of one of the choir’s greatest triumphs 
was a vast marquee with a roof 50 or so feet 
above the ground. 
   “ºHad it been any lower, the head of Frank 
Milnes, then choir chairman, would have 
surely crashed through it as, like an uncoiled 
jack-in-a-box, he leapt from his seat, punched 
the air and, in a display of unbridled joy, 
captured perfectly the magic moment when 
Bolsterstone became the best male voice choir 
in the world.
  “...Secretary Alan Hobson was off his feet 
seconds later than Frank, shouting and 
throwing his arms round anyone within 
hugging distance.”

Spring 2017

 Welcome
This is the first issue of the 

choir’s new paper which we 

hope will prove a worthy 
successor to Touchstone 

which has not appeared for 

some years. It was edited by 

choir veteran Norman Brooke 

to whom we owe thanks for 

his hard work. 

   It is YOUR paper and we 

seek members’ contributions. 

News, views, photographs, 

memories  - anything you 

think would be of interest 

- can be sent to firth382@

btinternet.com

Issue No 1

Stephen Clark, a retired banking executive who 
joined us two years ago and sings in the bass 
section, has agreed to head a project to find out 
the views of members and come up with ideas to 
keep the 82-year-old choir on a successful path.
  He will be talking to EVERY member individu-
ally over the next few months and asks mem-
bers to be as frank as they wish.  Although some 
members regularly make their views known to 
committee members, there are those who don’t.

  This “It’s Your Choir”  
survey will help the com-
mittee to make the right 
decisions aimed at giving 
our choir a bright future.
  Stephen, who lives in 
Hillsborough is the son 
of a Church of England 
vicar.  He has wide experience in banking at a 
high level, including a decade working in Aus-

A toast to 
success 
outside the 
Castle after 
winning the 
Eisteddfod 
for the  
first time

tralia. He sat as a magistrate in Sheffield for 
10 years, is still a JP and chairs the Education 
Appeals Panel. 
  Stephen said: “The zenith of my choral career 
was winning the junior school singing prize 
at 14 and it’s been downhill ever since - from 
treble to bass.
  “It is important that members know that all 
their comments to me during this exercise will 
be unattributable.”  

New chairman Mick 
Siddall presents an
engraved decanter to 
retiring chairman 
Roger Pont

Keep your eye on the ball for a bonus
The bonus ball scheme has been running for 
about three years and raises about £1,200 per 
annum for choir funds, writes Peter Neal.
  The rules are simple. Choir members chose 
a number or numbers from 1 to 59 and pay 
£1 per week per number. The Lotto draws on 
Wednesday and Saturday every week gener-
ate a bonus ball number and the choir mem-
ber with that number wins a prize: £10 for 
the Wednesday draw and £20 for the Satur-

day draw.  The number has to have been paid 
for the week prior to the number being drawn 
otherwise the winnings are forfeited and the 
winnings go towards choir funds.
  Thanks to everyone who supports this ven-
ture. At the time of publication there are a 
few numbers still available and if anyone else 
would like to have a number and support the 
choir, please see me at the back of the hall 
from 7pm on Monday practice nights.


