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Crotchets and quavers ...
Among the audience at our Armistice 

Day concert in Holmfirth was Helen 
Bray whose grandfather Harry Bray had 
taken the pictures of the 1947 crash scene 
which appeared in national and regional  
newspapers.   It was a poignant night for 
many and particularly so for Helen because 
her grandfather had died on the 11th day 
of the 11th month in 1950 at the untimely 
age of 50, leaving his son Trevor to carry on 
running the photography business at the 
young age of 19.  The studio, in Dunford 
Road, which Helen now runs with her hus-
band Nigel Cappleman, is only a few yards 
away from where the coach crashed. Helen’s 
father Trevor died in 2006, aged 73 after a 
career of capturing on film life in the Holme 
Valley.  He also had a regular commission 
to photograph pop stars who appeared on 
stage at the ABC Cinema in Huddersfield.  
Helen found, while looking through her 
father’s huge collection of negatives, rare 
shots of the Rolling Stones and the Beatles 
which were put on show at an exhibition 
in Liverpool.  The Bray family business has 
celebrated its 100th anniversary this year 
with an exhibition of  about 60 of Helen’s 
grandfather’s pictures, lovingly digitally 
restored from the original glass plates.  
                             =

Also in the audience were 93-year-old 
Harvey Kay and his wife Agnes, aged 

92, from High Green.  Harvey had been 
singing at the competition that fateful day 
in 1947 with Ecclesfield Male Voice Choir. 
He had seen the coach wreckage after it had 
been pulled clear of the collapsed build-
ing. “I shall never forget it”, he said, “the 
coach was flattened. How anybody got out 
alive I just don’t know.”  Harvey, who was 
introduced to the audience at the end of the 
concert by chairman Mick Siddall, came 
to a choir practice in Bolsterstone Village 
Hall with his daughter to buy tickets for the 
concert.  An exhibition about the crash had 
been finished that afternoon and while they 
browsed Harvey mused that Ecclesfield had 
come first in the male voice section.  And 
so the pinned-up Holmfirth Express page 
reporting the crash and the competition was 
examined. Ecclesfield were, in fact, second 
to Barrowford Glee Union.  “Oh heck”, said 
Harvey, “I’ve had it wrong for 70 years!”
                               =
There will be many lasting memories of the 
service and concert.  One is the wonderful 
cameo role of the coach driver, chasing in 
and out of the Bay Horse kitchen with plates 
of sausage sandwiches in his efforts to get us 
to eat and drink up. Cantor
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THREE survivors of the 1947 
Holmfirth crash were featured in a 
BBC  Look North item about the 
70th anniversary of the Holmfirth 
tragedy.
   Footage from Look North’s coverage 
of the 40th anniversary of the disaster in 
1987 showed long-serving secretary Tom 
Cooke, former chairman Ashby Helliwell 
and veteran chorister Russell Davies at 
the crash scene in Holmfirth.
  Russell, who was the only passenger to 
escape without injury, when asked by in-
terviewer Ken Cooper if there had been 

any sign of panic on the coach as it ca-
reered out of control, said with typical 
Yorkshire understatement: “Not really.  
I was only 23 at the time and I thought: 
we’re motoring a bit now.”
   The archive footage was included in an 
excellent Look North report by Sheffield-
based BBC journalist Mark Ansell. In a 
blog about the coverage Mark says: “I 
was really moved by covering this story 
.... I felt a sense of responsibility to tell 
this story as well as I could - to do the 
choir and its history justice.”
  You certainly did that Mark and the 
choir is hugely grateful to you.

Cyril makes his 
swan song at the 
age of  92

We remembered them 

Fran Wells conducts the choir at Holy Trinity Church, Holmfirth, at a concert with Hade Edge Band             Photographs: Stuart Stubbs

An emotional day for the choir as service and concert commemorate the fallen and 1947 disaster

ARMISTICe Day 2017 will long 
be remembered by Bolsterstone 
Male Voice Choir members.
  A service at St Mary’s and a concert in Hol-
mfirth later that day remembered the fallen 
of the two world wars and other conflicts 
and commemorated the 70th anniversary of 
a terrible accident on Saturday October 18th, 
1947, which took the lives of nine people 
when a coach carrying choir members, rela-
tives and friends crashed at terrific speed in 
the centre of Holmfirth.
  It was an emotional day. The church was full 
for the morning service conducted by the Rev 
Hilda Isaacson. Alf Pearson, whose father Al-
fred died in the crash, gave the reading.  The 
act of remembrance by the cenotaph took 
place in bright sunshine. The choir sang Bring 
Him Home and led the congregation back into 
church while singing Now Thank We All Our 
God.
  Back in church, choir secretary Rob Firth, 
gave an address about the Holmfirth tragedy.  
He said, though the crash had brought dreadful  
sadness, it had made the choir a stronger body. 
There was no doubt that the 1947 disaster  was 
a big reason why the choir was held so dear in 
the locality.
   Among the congregation were many relatives 
of those who died or were injured, including 
members of the Pearson, Cooke, Firth and 
Hodgkinson families. Sally Ashton, who lost 
her mother Thonney in the crash, had travelled 

from evesham for the service and concert. Af-
ter the service, a large number of people gath-
ered in the Village Hall where Kathryn Cooke 
and helpers had prepared refreshments.  An 
exhibition of items relating to the crash deftly 
put together by Barbara Frost caused much in-
terest.  Choir chairman Mick Siddall presented 
Cyril Cherry with a hamper, an inscribed whis-
ky glass and a framed scroll on his retirement 
from the choir after nearly 50 years’ service.
  The concert at Holy Trinity Church, Holm-
firth, that night was a sell-out raising £2,000 
shared equally by the Royal British Legion  
and the Friends of Holme Valley Hospital. 
  There was loud and long applause from an 
appreciative audience for performances by the 
choir, Hade edge Band and a classical guitar 
duo, Geoff Kitchen and choir member Mick-
Taylor. The band received a standing ova-
tion for a rousing performance of “Fire in the 
Blood” which closed the first half.
  There were moving memories interspersed by 
Sally Ashton, Alf Pearson and Rob Firth. 
  In closing remarks before Jerusalem was 
sung, Mick Siddall thanked Holy Trinity for 
free use of the church and thanked the band for 
giving their services free as the choir had done. 
It had been a memorable night, he said, thank-
ing Hade edge chairman Robert Turnbull and 
helpers for all their efforts. 
  There was applause for Jonathan Beatty, Hade 
edge musical director, Fran Wells, Bolster-
stone’s musical director, and for the choir’s 
pianist, Lorraine Pearson.
       Look North coverage, back page

Cyril Cherry, one of the choir’s most 
popular members, receives a framed 
retirement scroll from choir chairman 
Mick Siddall in the Village Hall after  
the Armistice Day service at St Mary’s 
when Cyril sang in the choir for the 
last time.
Farewell to Cyril and more  
Armistice Day pictures, page 2

Castle Inn harvest 
auction reaps a record

Choir sings at funeral 
of Worrall chairman 

The annual harvest auction at the Castle 
Inn, the choir’s social headquarters, on Sat-
urday October 7th, raised a record £2,015 
for Macmillan Nurses and the Yorkshire 
Air Ambulance.
  Choir vice-president Gordon Webster, of Cas-
tle Farm,  was auctioneer.   He thanked those 
who helped  to make the event such a success:  
Judith Horsfield, Alan Jubb, Nick Slater, Mark 

Taylor, John Howden, Caroline Webster and 
Philip Verhamme. As is customary, the choir 
donated an item to be auctioned.

The choir sang at the funeral service of Mark 
Rotchell, chairman of Worrall Male Voice 
Choir, who died unexpectedly in hospital at 
the age of 64 on Friday October 13th follow-
ing complications after an operation. 
  The service was held on Thursday October 
26th at Christ Church, Stocksbridge, where 
Mark was organist. We sang alongside Worrall 
Male Voice Choir and the Christ Church Choir 
also sang.  Gwahoddiad, sung by Worrall and 
Bolsterstone choirs, ended a moving service 
conducted by the Rev Ian Lucraft.

Three  
survivors 
of crash 
featured 
in BBC’s 
archive 
 footage

Russell Davies 
(above), Tom Cooke 
and Ashby Helliwell

(below) and (right) 

BBC reporter Mark 

Ansell’s blog



Above, Geoff Kitchen and Mick Taylor (right) 
play classical guitar and left, Jonathan Beatty 
conducts Hade Edge band as the Royal British 
Legion standard is carried. Below, Fran Wells 
conducts Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir
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THE choir is rehearsing its seasonal pro-
gramme for a hectic Christmas period.
 St Leonard’s Church at Wortley is the 
venue for the first concert which is in memory 
of Marjorie White, wife of well-known local 
farmer Tom White, who organised the annual 
event for many years and who died earlier this 
year. The concert takes place on Saturday De-
cember 9th at 7.30pm. Tickets from Stocks-
bridge Keys, Wortley Post Office, info@bol-
sterstonemvc.co.uk or ring 07535648964. 
   There is an informal sing of local carols at 
the Nag’s Head, Loxley, at 8.45pm on Tues-
day December 5th.  We are singing for the resi-
dents of Balfour House, Stocksbridge, on the 
next night, Wednesday December 6th at 6pm, 

and we will be at the Venue, Stocksbridge, at 
1.30pm on Wednesday Dec 13th to entertain 
pensioners at the annual Town Council party. 
There is a concert for pensioner residents at 
Darwen House, Crosspool, on Friday Decem-
ber 15th from 7.30pm.
  We will sing at Stocksbridge Golf Club from 
8.45pm on Saturday Dec 16th and the next 
night, Sunday Dec 17th, is the annual concert 
at St Mary’s, Bolsterstone at 7.30pm.   As is 
customary, the choir will end the last practice 
before Christmas early at 8.30pm to sing with 
locals at the Castle Inn on Monday Dec 18th. 
The choir will give a carvery dinner concert at 
Wortley Hall on Tuesday Dec 19th. Contact 
Wortley Hall to book.  The popular Castle Inn 
Christmas Day sing starts at 12 noon.

Former member’s grandson, a demon bowler, is married at Dodworth

The choir was pleased to sing at the wedding of Ross Levesley, grandson of a former member, the late Graham Grimmer, to Hannah 
Firth at St John the Baptist, Dodworth.  Not only did amateur cricketer Ross bowl a maiden over but he achieved a rare feat when he 
took four wickets in five balls, all clean bowled, for Worsbrough against Whiston at the age of 17.  Ross said:  “I only bat now.  I had a 

year off when I was 19 and never rediscovered my ability to bowl. Such a shame as at the time I did take quite a lot of wickets!”  The 

couple live in Kingstone, Barnsley.  Ross is a production manager at Rom Ltd, a steel company at Meadowhall, Sheffield.

A day of commemoration at Bolsterstone and in Holmfirth

We bid a fond 
farewell to Cyril

Line-up for Valley
Festival concert 
announced

It was tea and coffee for most folk in 
the Village Hall after the St Mary’s 
service.  But Cyril Cherry was given a  
nip from a bottle of malt in his retire-
ment hamper in a specially-engraved 
whisky glass.
  Cyril, from Penistone, had not been 
singing with us for some months be-
cause of failing eyesight but he was 
determined to sing with us for a last 
time at the Armistice Day service.
  Our framed scroll had Cyril’s years 
of service down as 47, but Cyril says 
“it’s nearer 50.”   Cyril is pictured 
with choir chairman Mick Siddall who 
made the presentations. 
  Cyril was a devoted member of the 

choir who had served as top tenor 
steward for many years. The scroll 
says: “Presented to Cyril Cherry, a true 
gentleman, for his loyal and highly-
valued, good-humoured service in the 
top tenor section.  Your many friends in 
the choir wish you and Norah well.”

Alf Pearson speaks movingly in 
Holmfirth and, left, the choir in St 

Mary’s, Bolsterstone

Paul Kirk playing an evocative horn solo 
in the Rowan Tree 

A busy Christmas season ....

PlANS for the first Valley Music 
Festival early next year are well  
under way. The all-day event will 
take place on Saturday March 24th.
  It is a joint presentation by Bolsterstone 
Male Voice Choir and Inyerface Arts.  
About 200 local musicians of all ages will 
take part and perform throughout the day 
at the Venue, Stocksbridge,  culminating 
in an evening concert.
   Taking part in the concert will be:
Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir
Deepcar Brass Band
Waldershelf Singers
Stocksbridge High School
Bradfield Jazz Group

Fox Valley Voices
Inyerface House Band
No Identity Youth Group
  Trisha Cooper of Radio Sheffield will be 
compere. 
  People attending daytime performances 
will be asked for a donation and admis-
sion to the evening performance will be 
by ticket.
  The event is seen as a big opportunity for 
younger and older musicians to mix and 
share their enthusiasm for music.

Affectionate tributes paid to top tenor Trevor Pigott
Members turned out in force for a 
memorial service for Trevor Pigott 
at Broom lane Methodist Church, 
Rotherham, on Thursday October 
26th.
 Darnall-born Trevor, who died aged 
74 after being in a nursing home for 
nearly four years suffering from de-
mentia, was in the choir’s top tenor 
section for 37 years. His widow, 
Margaret, who sings with Sheffield 
Chorale, had arranged an appropriate 
musical send-off for Trevor. The choir 
sang Gwahoddiad and Morte Cristie, 
the latter chosen by Trevor with the 
threat that he would open the coffin lid 
to sing the solo tenor part properly.
  Margaret, in a moving address, said 

she had married Trevor because of 
his sense of fun and  she wanted the 
service to reflect that and celebrate his 
love of singing. 
  Trevor’s pal Ray Clarke spoke about 
Trevor’s days in the scouting move-
ment.  Trevor had been one of only two 
Queen’s Scouts in the Sheffield area in 
the 1950s and had been presented with 
the award in Glasgow.    Neil Pigott, 
son of Trevor’s brother Brian, told 
of his uncle’s often-unexpected an-
tics.  Neil sings in the Sheffield-based 
choir, Vivacity. The Sheffield Chorale 
sang several items including John Rut-
ter’s The lord Bless You and Keep 
You which concluded the service. 
   Brian had his 80th birthday two days  
after the funeral. 

Trevor (right) and Brian, both top 
tenors,  in Bangor, Northern Ireland
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