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Crotchets and quavers ...

On a recent return visit to South Africa, 
baritone Malcolm Leary gave a talk 

on the Mass Trespass Movement to the 
local Cape Town U3A Makers of History 
Group, resplendent in his treasured 1993, 
Roodepoort Eisteddfod BMVC sweatshirt.
Walking and singing go together so the 
talk included singing well-known rambling 
songs, including Ewan MacColl’s  “Man-
chester Rambler” with the audience joining 
in. A line in the song “I may be a wage slave 
on Monday but I am a free man on Sunday” 
strikes a chord with Malcolm whose fam-
ily were saw grinders from Bradfield and 
steelworkers from Birch Road, Attercliffe. 
Malcolm and the group also sang “to be a 
Sheffield Grinder” from “Stirrings in Shef-
field on Saturday Night,” a musical by Allen 
Cullen (music by Roderick Horn) pre-
miered at the dear old Sheffield Playhouse in 
Townhead Street in 1966 and revived at the 
Crucible Theatre in 1973. “I once courted a 
maid, a spot welder by trade” could not be 
left out.  Malcolm’s session included choir 
favourites, “Hail Smiling Morn” and “Pratty 
Flowers” which carried on the rambling 
theme with the first line: “Abroad for plea-
sure as I was a walking”.  The rambling motif 
has a sad tinge for Malcolm.  His 17-year-
old Auntie Nora died in a snowstorm on 
Broomhead Moor in December 1937 whilst 
rambling after calling in at the Castle Inn, 
Bolsterstone, for lunch. Cantor
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Death of Jeffrey Wynn Davies, the choir’s Welsh wizard

BOLSTERSTONE Male Voice Choir has 
suspended practices and has had to call 
off a concert and a long-planned trip to 
Verona in northern Italy to sing at an in-
ternational festival and competition.
  Amid growing concern as the coronavirus 
rapidly spread around the world, the choir 
cancelled the Verona trip. A few days later the 
whole of Italy was placed in lockdown with 
all public events cancelled and Ryanair, due 
to take the choir’s party of 50 singers and 
supporters on April 1st from Stansted airport, 
cancelled all flights to Italy.  Then, the Prime 
Minster’s announcement of emergency  mea-
sures shortly before a planned practice on 

Monday March 16th brought rehearsals to a 
halt until further notice. 
  The choir was lucky to have booked the 
four-day visit with Musicultur, an enlightened 
specialist music tour operator based in Bonn, 
who, even before the Italy lockdown,  waived 
cancellation fees and returned the deposit.  
  Choir members had become resigned to 
losing their air fares but Ryanair, the budget 
airline, returned flight payments after the 
emergency measures in Italy meant it had to 
suspend its Italy timetable. 
  The cancellation of the trip came as big 
blow to the choir who had been busy rehears-
ing pieces for the competition which attracts 

choirs from all parts of the world. Members 
were particularly looking forward to singing in 
the Arena di Verona - a Roman amphitheatre - 
with all other participating choirs to end the old-
established festival.
  Choir members gave a huge thank you to long-
serving choir member John Siddall who spent a 
great deal of time and effort making the travel 
and accommodation arrangements. Members 
also thanked music director Daniel Timmins for 
working hard to find competition music which 
fitted the festival’s precise criteria. A concert 
due to be held at St John’s, Deepcar, on Satur-
day March 14th with Fox Valley Voices was can-
celled and will be rearranged.

JEFFREY Wynn Davies, who led Bolster-
stone Male Voice Choir with great flair 
and distinction for 12 years, has died after 
a long battle with cancer.
  He died on February 26th at the age of 76 
peacefully at his home in Manchester with his 
wife of 30 years, Fiona, at his side on the day 
he was due to enter a hospice.
  Jeffrey was diagnosed with cancer seven and 
a half years ago but had determindely carried 
on with his varied musical life until last Christ-
mas when his condition worsened.
  Born and raised in Wales where he was im-
bued with that familiar trinity of the principal-
ity - singing, poetry and rugby - he answered 
an advertisement for a new conductor for Bol-

sterstone in 1983 after hearing the choir sing 
at the Royal Albert Hall in London three years 
earlier.  He went on to take Bolsterstone MVC 
to great heights, leaving in 1995 after a highly 
successful tenure which members who sang 
under him still remember with great fondness, 
often speaking of his remarkable presence and 
control while conducting, dancing on his toes. 
  Under his leadership, the choir won the North-
ern and the English National Championships 
at Huddersfield with his most remarkable coup 
being victory at the Welsh Choir of the Year 
competition at the St David’s Hall in Cardiff in 
1984, Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir being the 
first English choir ever to win this title in the 
land of song. In an otherwise all-Welsh final,  

Bolsterstone taking first prize left the audience 
stunned.  “I’ve never seen an audience quit a 
hall so fast”, Jeffrey told a BMVC gathering at 
Wortley Hall in 2018 which he attended with 
Fiona, a soprano soloist, music teacher and 
conductor. Despite the swift exit of the audi-
ence, there was high praise for Jeffrey and the 
choir that day in Cardiff from the late opera 
singer Sir Geraint Evans, chairman of the ad-
judicators and born in the same village of Cil-
fynydd in the Rhondda where Jeffrey was also 
born.
  Bolsterstone choir derived great inspiration 
and stimulation from Jeffrey taking the choir 
abroad to sing in Germany, Denmark and 
South Africa.                    continued on page 2

While flicking through a scrapbook of the 
late conductor Alvin Tipple, a tattered cutting 
from the dear-old, sadly-defunct South York-
shire Times fluttered to the floor of the choir’s 
store shed behind the Village School.
  The edition of Friday January 29th, 1982 (price 
16p)  carried  a front-page story about Bolsterstone 
Male Voice Choir being chosen to appear at a Fes-
tival of Choirs at the Albert Hall  And on page 2 
there appeared another story about the choir, this 
one about David Elliott, of Deepcar, at 15 becom-
ing the youngest member in the choir’s history, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his father Trevor, a choir 
member.
  These two articles are a random find but luckily 
we have thousands of press cuttings in the choir’s 
hands, most of which were donated by choir vet-
eran Peter Goodman, a former assistant editor of 
the Sheffield Star, who wrote a large number of the 
articles while the choir’s long-serving press officer.  
Peter, who lives in Worsbrough, was a leading fig-
ure in the choir who had a stint as concert secretary 
in addition to his media role. He retired from the 
choir after nearly 20 years in the bass section when 
eyesight problems made night-driving difficult.  He 
was author of the choir’s history, The Village Choir 
that Conquered the World, published to coincide 
with the choir’s 80th anniversary in 2014 and hailed 
as a masterly chronicle

Hundreds of hours
The cuttings have proved priceless when research 
has been needed for programmes, press releases 
and for items for this newsletter, and have been 
the foundation of an awe-inspiring labour of love 
for former choir chairman Frank Milnes who has 
spent hundreds of hours compiling a huge Power-
point archive of the choir’s 85 years of activities. 
Peter’s collection has been an invaluable help to 
Frank because the cuttings date back to 1947, the 
year of the Holmfirth tragedy in which nine people 
lost their lives when a coach carrying choir mem-
bers, relatives and friends crashed.  Peter had spent 
more than a month on and off in Sheffield Newspa-
pers’ cuttings library photocopying all the articles 
he could find that had been in the Star and Morning 
Telegraph, formerly the Sheffield Telegraph.
 Frank’s digital archive not only contains press cut-
tings but also photographs, sound and vision record-
ings, including from radio and television, concert 
programmes, posters, competition ephemera and 
more, and runs at more than 600  Powerpoint slides 
and is still growing as more material comes to light. 
  
Frank, a member for 55 years, joined the choir 
from the St Mary’s church choir and went on 
to become chairman for nine years. He writes: 
FOLLOWING my retirement in 2016 I was 
looking through some old choir press cuttings 
and realised that I had dozens of individual 
files on my computer which Peter Goodman 

had sent me and I thought it would be a good 
idea to put them together in chronological or-
der as one file rather than having to open each 
tiff file, jpeg or pdf separately.
  As with most things historical, once you start delv-
ing into the past you soon become hooked and seek-
ing even more information. That’s how this archive 
started. I decided to put them in to a Powerpoint 
presentation as I had some experience working in 
this software and I knew I could also insert photo-
graphs to illustrate the press cuttings if necessary. 
I fairly quickly had the press cuttings in order but 
then I thought I could add a few sound files from 
recordings we had of the choir. This grew to record-
ings of more than 130 songs (some of the record-
ings better than others) but I felt it gave a good 
indication of the types of music we were singing 
throughout the years and with different conductors. 
To further this theme, I thought I would scan all 
the concert programmes I had collected which also 
provided a great record of the songs we had sung 
throughout the last 50 years. 

TV programmes
Warming even more to my task, I decided to include 
video footage from television programmes featur-
ing the choir along with photographs of our many 
successes. I was fortunate to be able to borrow VHS 
tapes from choir members who had taped some of 
our television appearances which I could convert in 
to digital format to insert in the presentation. Un-
fortunately, some of these are not of the quality we 
have come to expect but they are very interesting 
to see. So that’s really how the archive came about. 
Looking back at the remarkable history of the choir 
and its amazing success has been hugely reward-
ing and something I have thoroughly enjoyed. 
Robert has described the project as labour of love. 
It certainly wasn’t a labour and I loved doing it. It 
brought back many happy and proud memories of 
my time with this great choir and I hope there are 
many more to come. 
  The file is too large to share by email or cloud- 
based storage but if anyone would like a copy please 
let me have a USB memory stick with at least 10gb 
storage and I will copy it onto the memory stick. 
Your computer needs to have Powerpoint 2010 or 
later to play all the video.  

Digital
archive a
labour of
love

Frank Milnes: compiler
of a treasure trove

Castle harvest raises £1,874 
for Macmilan nurses
The annual harvest festival at the Castle Inn, Bol-
sterstone, on Sat October 5th, organised by choir 
vice-president Gordon Webster, raised a magnificent 
£1,874 for Macmilan nurses. Gordon was assisted by 
Andrew Raynor, Caroline Webster, Nick Slater and 
John Howden. As is the custom, the choir donated an 
auction prize - a bottle of brandy

Former choir chairman and secretary 
Alan Hobson recalls that when Jeffrey 

Wynn Davies (see obituary) attended his 
interview for the position of music direc-
tor, he told the panel that he had applied 
for the job after being “blown away” by 
hearing the choir sing at the Royal Albert 
Hall three years before in the Sainsbury’s 
Choir of the Year competition.  Jeffrey won 
the post against three other candidates. 
One of those short-listed was Chris 
Wiltshire who went on later to lead the 
choir and to arrange many pieces for us. 
Jeffrey had told his interviewers that in the 
event of him not being successful .... he 
would like to join the choir to sing with the 
second tenors. 

Festival boost for young people
Young people who have reaped the 
rewards of the Valley Music Festival 
gathered at Ponti’s restaurant in Fox 
Valley to  celebrate their progress.
  More than 350 performers took part in 
last year’s festival which attracted ap-
proaching 1,000 people to the Fox Valley 
shopping centre and Stocksbridge High 
School over two days.  The festival is pre-
sented by Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir 
and Inyerface Arts in partnership with the 
Fox Valley Food and Drink Festival.
  The festival’s success last year meant 
that four promising young people re-
ceived scholarship awards to further their 
musical development. Money raised at 
the festival was boosted by a donation 
from the Dransfield Foundation - the 
charitable offshoot of Dransfield Proper-
ties, owner of Fox Valley. Grants totalling 
£2,200 were made. Five local schools 
benefited.

 The four young people who received 
grants were: Gao Roberts, aged 10, piano 
(Oughtibridge Primary); Flynn Rog-
ers, aged 10, trumpet (Stocksbridge Ju-
niors); Grace Hanson, aged 13, singing 
(Stocksbridge High School) and Frances 
Holmes, aged 15, singing (Stocksbridge 
High School) 
  Festival director Hilary Osborn told the 
Ponti’s gathering that the progress and 
growing confidence of the youngsters 
who had received tuition grants at a time 
when schools struggled to find music 
funding,  showed what the festival was 
all about.  “We showcase the talent across 
the community, involving people of all 
ages, and promising young musicians 
benefit from the money raised”, she said.
  Cailean Simpson, aged 10,  of the No 
Identity singing group, showed the gath-
ering the Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir 
Raymond English Trophy which the 

group had won at last year’s festival 
for being the most promising young 
performers.  Bradfield School was 
among the five local schools receiv-
ing grants. They bought a set of 40 
ukuleles. And Deepcar St John C 
of E Junior School used their grant 

to visit the Royal Opera House 
in London to see a modern opera 
which inspired them to make a vid-
eo. This year’s festival planned for 
June was to be expanded but given 
the national emergency  was post-
poned.

Cailean Simpson, Grace Hanson, Gao Roberts, Frances Holmes, and 
Flynn Rogers                                                     Photograph: Rebecca Aitken



Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir took 
part in two Remembrance events. A 
concert on Saturday November 9th 
at St John’s, Upper Denby, organ-
ised by choir members Graham 
Walsh and Idris Jones, raised nearly 
£1,000 for the church.
  Guest performers were guitar duo 
Geoffrey Kitching and Mick Taylor, 
a choir member, and Dennis Fal-
lowfield. The choir was conducted 
by Fran Wells and accompanied by 
Kim Kaye.
   The choir sang at a service of Re-
membrance at St Mary’s, Bolster-
stone, on Armistice Day conducted 
by the Rev Hilda Isaacson. Fran 
Wells conducted the choir and or-
ganist was Les Sabin. 

Levesley/

Cathderal, stannington and Penistone concerts

THERE was a strong turnout of 
members to sing at the funeral of 
David Wilkinson who died sud-
denly aged 75 after a remarkable 
58 years of membership of Bol-
sterstone Male Voice Choir.
  David collapsed at his home in 
Chapeltown on September 21st only 
hours before the choir sang at a con-
cert.  The audience at Stocksbridge 
High School was told of his death 
by chairman Mick Siddall who said 
his friends and colleagues would be 
singing that night as a tribute to a 
devoted member.
  Sheffield-born, David was raised 
in Stocksbridge and joined the choir 
aged 17 from the choir at St Mary’s, 
Bolsterstone, as other members 
had done.  A second tenor, he was 
steeped in the ’Stone choir tradi-
tion and was a quiet mentor to new 
members.
  Choristers formed a guard of hon-
our at the funeral service on Octo-
ber 17th at Grenoside Crematorium 
conducted by the Rev Hilda Isaac-
son, a great friend of the choir. The 
choir, conducted by Fran Wells with 
Kim Kaye as accompanist, sang-
Gwahoddiad  and Close Thine Eyes.
  Mourners were told that David had 
been married to Joan for 45 years. 
They had moved from Stocksbridge 
to Chapeltown where they had lived 
for 43 years, spending happy holi-
days in the Isle of Wight for 33 years 
where they had made friends.
  Music was a large part of David’s 
life. A recording of his father sing-
ing the Old Rugged Cross accom-
panied by David on the piano was 
played at the start of the service.
  David, who was a Probus member, 
began his working life as a lab tech-
nician in the steelworks as Stocks-
bridge.  On taking early retirement, 
he  took a part-time job as a lab tech-
nician at Clifton School, Rotherham, 
which became a full-time job.

Death of  
member who 
joined at 17 
and served 
choir for 
58 years

£5,300 raised for Weston Park

Fran Wells conducts Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir in the 
cathedral                                    Photograph: Barbara Fretwell Frost

‘The lads made two older ladies with dementia very happy.  One of the ladies 
was still singing the carols at 10pm, such is the power of music’ 

Bomber-crash
pensioner a 
special guest

A concert at Sheffield Cathedral 
on Saturday October 26th raised 
an impressive £3,300 for Weston 
Park Cancer Charity.
 And the Bolsterstone Male Voice 
Choir’s annual charity golf day at 
Stocksbridge Golf Club in the summer 
raised £2,000 for same charity, bringing 
a total of £5,300 raised for this worth-
while cause last year.
 The concert was organised by choir chair-
man Mick Siddall in recognition of the 
“wonderful care” his late wife Carol re-
ceived at Weston Park..
 Special guest artist was Gervase Phinn, the 
author,  broadcaster  and comic raconteur 
best known for his best-selling series of five 
books about his time as a schools inspector 
in the Yorkshire Dales. The concert featured 
Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir, conducted 
by Fran Wells, Loxley Silver Band, soprano 
Elisabeth Beard and pianist James Barnett, 
presenting a varied programme of top-class 
music.
 Retired teacher Mick said: “The staff at 
Weston Park are superb and the care my 
late wife Carol received was nothing short 
of wonderful.  I am hugely grateful that so 
many talented musicians took part in this 
memorable evening, performing without 
any charge which was a very touching ges-
ture.”

Gervase Phinn

Elisabeth Beard
James Barnett

Chairman Mick Siddall presents a 
cheque to Helen Gentle of Weston 
Park Cancer Charity at a choir 
practice in the Village Hall  
Photograph: Chris Blackburn

Local carols bring 
cheer at Christmas
Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir was, as usual, 
busy over the Christmas season, beginning 
with entertaining the old folk at Balfour 
House, Stocksbridge, and ending with the 
traditional concert at St Mary’s, Bolsterstone, 
with Deepcar Brass Band, judged by many to 
be the best yet.
  Local carols were featured and new concert 
repertoire was well received, including 
Gaudete, specially adapted by our MD Daniel 
Timmins. Among other events, the choir sang 
at the Venue for the Town Council’s annual 
pensioners’ lunch, for the third successive 
year at a carvery concert at Wortley Hall and 
at St Leonard’s, Wortley.
  Kath Travis, of Valley React, who organises the 
Balfour House sing with her husband Geoff, said: 
“Thank you so much for coming to perform again 
at Balfour House. The lads made two older ladies 
with dementia very happy. One of the ladies was 
still singing the carols at 10pm, such is the 
power of music.”

There was a special guest at Bolster-
stone Male Voice Choir’s joint concert 
with Gloucestershire’s Dursley MVC.
  The Dursley choristers and supporters were 
staying in a Sheffield hotel and when some of 
them took a stroll in Endcliffe Park they met 
Tony Foulds, the pensioner who has made 
world headlines for keeping an almost daily 
vigil at the park in memory of 10 American 
airmen who died when their B-17 Flying For-
tress Mi Amigo crashed in 1942.  Tony was 
just eight-years-old when the badly-damaged 
bomber limped over the roof of nearby homes 
and crashed into a wooded area, in an apparent 
attempt to avoid him and his friends. 
  When they heard his story, the Dursley lads 
invited 82-year-old Tony to the concert on Sat-
urday September 21st at Stocksbridge High 
School when he was introduced to the audi-
ence by Bolsterstone MVC chairman Mick 
Siddall who also invited Tony to a concert a 
few weeks later at Sheffield Cathedral.
 The joint concert was the idea of top tenor 
Huw Jenkins, of Thurgoland, who used to sing 
with the Dursley choir 

The two choirs 
rehearse together
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Mick Siddall and Tony Foulds
                       Photo: Horace Boothroyd 
Below:  Dursley in red

Come on lads, sort 
yourselves out. 
Stage manager 
Graham Hague in 
action, below

MDs Daniel Timmins 
and Barrie Cooper confer 
(right) and some fine 
tuning from Kim Kaye

          Photo: Geoff Travis

We remembered
them ...

The inspirational Jeffrey Wynn Davies 
continued from page 1

At a funeral service at All Saints 
Church, Stand, two of his children, 
Rick and Guy, gave moving tributes 
to their father and both mentioned 
his time with Bolsterstone, saying 
how much he had enjoyed the ca-
maraderie there.  Guy recalled sing-
ing a solo as a boy at a choir charity 
event in aid of Weston Park on the 
Old Vicarage  lawn at Bolsterstone 
in 2005 at which the choir and his 
mother had also sung.
  Jeffrey had started his lifetime 
career in music education in Shrop-
shire, moving to head the Music 
Service in Bury. 
  In 1979 he founded the Manchester 
Chorale for BBC Radio Manches-
ter, and, for 14 seasons from 1991, 
he was music director of Harrogate 
Choral Society. Between 2001 and 
2007, he directed the internationally 
renowned Manchester Boys Choir, 
which toured Europe, Canada and 
the USA.
  He was also director of the award 
winning Manchester-based vocal 
group/chamber choir Canzonetta, a 
winner of the BBC’s Sainsbury’s 

Choir of the Year, and was also di-
rector of the South of England Fes-
tival Chorus, which gives annual 
performances in southern cathedral 
venues.  He was director of Har-
rogate Choral Society from 1991-
2005. He sat on the panel of judges 
at the Prague, Verona and Malta 
international choir festivals, the Na-
tional Eisteddfod of Wales (on sev-
eral occasions), and worked at many 
other choral and music festivals in 
the UK and Ireland.
  Bolsterstone MVC was represented 
at the funeral by former chairman 
Frank Milnes and former secretary 
and chairman Alan Hobson, both of 
whom had a close association with 
Jeffrey and became friends; Alf 
Pearson who had sung under Jeffrey 
with his six brothers; Rob Firth, the 
present choir secretary; and Graham 
Cooke, whose late father Tom was 
choir secretary for 45 years and who 
worked in close partnership with 
Jeffrey who said at the Wortley Hall 
gathering that Tom Cooke was a de-
served choir legend with whom he  
had become firm friends.

Jeffrey in full flight during a bravura speech at a Wortley Hall dinner 
to mark the retirements of Fran Wells as MD and Lorraine Pearson 
as accompanist
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  When they heard his story, the Dursley lads 
invited 82-year-old Tony to the concert on Sat-
urday September 21st at Stocksbridge High 
School when he was introduced to the audi-
ence by Bolsterstone MVC chairman Mick 
Siddall who also invited Tony to a concert a 
few weeks later at Sheffield Cathedral.
 The joint concert was the idea of top tenor 
Huw Jenkins, of Thurgoland, who used to sing 
with the Dursley choir 

The two choirs 
rehearse together

PHOTOGRAPHS: 
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AITKEN

Mick Siddall and Tony Foulds
                       Photo: Horace Boothroyd 
Below:  Dursley in red

Come on lads, sort 
yourselves out. 
Stage manager 
Graham Hague in 
action, below

MDs Daniel Timmins 
and Barrie Cooper confer 
(right) and some fine 
tuning from Kim Kaye

          Photo: Geoff Travis

We remembered
them ...

The inspirational Jeffrey Wynn Davies 
continued from page 1

At a funeral service at All Saints 
Church, Stand, two of his children, 
Rick and Guy, gave moving tributes 
to their father and both mentioned 
his time with Bolsterstone, saying 
how much he had enjoyed the ca-
maraderie there.  Guy recalled sing-
ing a solo as a boy at a choir charity 
event in aid of Weston Park on the 
Old Vicarage  lawn at Bolsterstone 
in 2005 at which the choir and his 
mother had also sung.
  Jeffrey had started his lifetime 
career in music education in Shrop-
shire, moving to head the Music 
Service in Bury. 
  In 1979 he founded the Manchester 
Chorale for BBC Radio Manches-
ter, and, for 14 seasons from 1991, 
he was music director of Harrogate 
Choral Society. Between 2001 and 
2007, he directed the internationally 
renowned Manchester Boys Choir, 
which toured Europe, Canada and 
the USA.
  He was also director of the award 
winning Manchester-based vocal 
group/chamber choir Canzonetta, a 
winner of the BBC’s Sainsbury’s 

Choir of the Year, and was also di-
rector of the South of England Fes-
tival Chorus, which gives annual 
performances in southern cathedral 
venues.  He was director of Har-
rogate Choral Society from 1991-
2005. He sat on the panel of judges 
at the Prague, Verona and Malta 
international choir festivals, the Na-
tional Eisteddfod of Wales (on sev-
eral occasions), and worked at many 
other choral and music festivals in 
the UK and Ireland.
  Bolsterstone MVC was represented 
at the funeral by former chairman 
Frank Milnes and former secretary 
and chairman Alan Hobson, both of 
whom had a close association with 
Jeffrey and became friends; Alf 
Pearson who had sung under Jeffrey 
with his six brothers; Rob Firth, the 
present choir secretary; and Graham 
Cooke, whose late father Tom was 
choir secretary for 45 years and who 
worked in close partnership with 
Jeffrey who said at the Wortley Hall 
gathering that Tom Cooke was a de-
served choir legend with whom he  
had become firm friends.

Jeffrey in full flight during a bravura speech at a Wortley Hall dinner 
to mark the retirements of Fran Wells as MD and Lorraine Pearson 
as accompanist
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Crotchets and quavers ...

On a recent return visit to South Africa, 
baritone Malcolm Leary gave a talk 

on the Mass Trespass Movement to the 
local Cape Town U3A Makers of History 
Group, resplendent in his treasured 1993, 
Roodepoort Eisteddfod BMVC sweatshirt.
Walking and singing go together so the 
talk included singing well-known rambling 
songs, including Ewan MacColl’s  “Man-
chester Rambler” with the audience joining 
in. A line in the song “I may be a wage slave 
on Monday but I am a free man on Sunday” 
strikes a chord with Malcolm whose fam-
ily were saw grinders from Bradfield and 
steelworkers from Birch Road, Attercliffe. 
Malcolm and the group also sang “to be a 
Sheffield Grinder” from “Stirrings in Shef-
field on Saturday Night,” a musical by Allen 
Cullen (music by Roderick Horn) pre-
miered at the dear old Sheffield Playhouse in 
Townhead Street in 1966 and revived at the 
Crucible Theatre in 1973. “I once courted a 
maid, a spot welder by trade” could not be 
left out.  Malcolm’s session included choir 
favourites, “Hail Smiling Morn” and “Pratty 
Flowers” which carried on the rambling 
theme with the first line: “Abroad for plea-
sure as I was a walking”.  The rambling motif 
has a sad tinge for Malcolm.  His 17-year-
old Auntie Nora died in a snowstorm on 
Broomhead Moor in December 1937 whilst 
rambling after calling in at the Castle Inn, 
Bolsterstone, for lunch. Cantor

Memory 
Lane

Virus silences choir - but we’ll be back
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Death of Jeffrey Wynn Davies, the choir’s Welsh wizard

BOLSTERSTONE Male Voice Choir has 
suspended practices and has had to call 
off a concert and a long-planned trip to 
Verona in northern Italy to sing at an in-
ternational festival and competition.
  Amid growing concern as the coronavirus 
rapidly spread around the world, the choir 
cancelled the Verona trip. A few days later the 
whole of Italy was placed in lockdown with 
all public events cancelled and Ryanair, due 
to take the choir’s party of 50 singers and 
supporters on April 1st from Stansted airport, 
cancelled all flights to Italy.  Then, the Prime 
Minster’s announcement of emergency  mea-
sures shortly before a planned practice on 

Monday March 16th brought rehearsals to a 
halt until further notice. 
  The choir was lucky to have booked the 
four-day visit with Musicultur, an enlightened 
specialist music tour operator based in Bonn, 
who, even before the Italy lockdown,  waived 
cancellation fees and returned the deposit.  
  Choir members had become resigned to 
losing their air fares but Ryanair, the budget 
airline, returned flight payments after the 
emergency measures in Italy meant it had to 
suspend its Italy timetable. 
  The cancellation of the trip came as big 
blow to the choir who had been busy rehears-
ing pieces for the competition which attracts 

choirs from all parts of the world. Members 
were particularly looking forward to singing in 
the Arena di Verona - a Roman amphitheatre - 
with all other participating choirs to end the old-
established festival.
  Choir members gave a huge thank you to long-
serving choir member John Siddall who spent a 
great deal of time and effort making the travel 
and accommodation arrangements. Members 
also thanked music director Daniel Timmins for 
working hard to find competition music which 
fitted the festival’s precise criteria. A concert 
due to be held at St John’s, Deepcar, on Satur-
day March 14th with Fox Valley Voices was can-
celled and will be rearranged.

JEFFREY Wynn Davies, who led Bolster-
stone Male Voice Choir with great flair 
and distinction for 12 years, has died after 
a long battle with cancer.
  He died on February 26th at the age of 76 
peacefully at his home in Manchester with his 
wife of 30 years, Fiona, at his side on the day 
he was due to enter a hospice.
  Jeffrey was diagnosed with cancer seven and 
a half years ago but had determindely carried 
on with his varied musical life until last Christ-
mas when his condition worsened.
  Born and raised in Wales where he was im-
bued with that familiar trinity of the principal-
ity - singing, poetry and rugby - he answered 
an advertisement for a new conductor for Bol-

sterstone in 1983 after hearing the choir sing 
at the Royal Albert Hall in London three years 
earlier.  He went on to take Bolsterstone MVC 
to great heights, leaving in 1995 after a highly 
successful tenure which members who sang 
under him still remember with great fondness, 
often speaking of his remarkable presence and 
control while conducting, dancing on his toes. 
  Under his leadership, the choir won the North-
ern and the English National Championships 
at Huddersfield with his most remarkable coup 
being victory at the Welsh Choir of the Year 
competition at the St David’s Hall in Cardiff in 
1984, Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir being the 
first English choir ever to win this title in the 
land of song. In an otherwise all-Welsh final,  

Bolsterstone taking first prize left the audience 
stunned.  “I’ve never seen an audience quit a 
hall so fast”, Jeffrey told a BMVC gathering at 
Wortley Hall in 2018 which he attended with 
Fiona, a soprano soloist, music teacher and 
conductor. Despite the swift exit of the audi-
ence, there was high praise for Jeffrey and the 
choir that day in Cardiff from the late opera 
singer Sir Geraint Evans, chairman of the ad-
judicators and born in the same village of Cil-
fynydd in the Rhondda where Jeffrey was also 
born.
  Bolsterstone choir derived great inspiration 
and stimulation from Jeffrey taking the choir 
abroad to sing in Germany, Denmark and 
South Africa.                    continued on page 2

While flicking through a scrapbook of the 
late conductor Alvin Tipple, a tattered cutting 
from the dear-old, sadly-defunct South York-
shire Times fluttered to the floor of the choir’s 
store shed behind the Village School.
  The edition of Friday January 29th, 1982 (price 
16p)  carried  a front-page story about Bolsterstone 
Male Voice Choir being chosen to appear at a Fes-
tival of Choirs at the Albert Hall  And on page 2 
there appeared another story about the choir, this 
one about David Elliott, of Deepcar, at 15 becom-
ing the youngest member in the choir’s history, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his father Trevor, a choir 
member.
  These two articles are a random find but luckily 
we have thousands of press cuttings in the choir’s 
hands, most of which were donated by choir vet-
eran Peter Goodman, a former assistant editor of 
the Sheffield Star, who wrote a large number of the 
articles while the choir’s long-serving press officer.  
Peter, who lives in Worsbrough, was a leading fig-
ure in the choir who had a stint as concert secretary 
in addition to his media role. He retired from the 
choir after nearly 20 years in the bass section when 
eyesight problems made night-driving difficult.  He 
was author of the choir’s history, The Village Choir 
that Conquered the World, published to coincide 
with the choir’s 80th anniversary in 2014 and hailed 
as a masterly chronicle

Hundreds of hours
The cuttings have proved priceless when research 
has been needed for programmes, press releases 
and for items for this newsletter, and have been 
the foundation of an awe-inspiring labour of love 
for former choir chairman Frank Milnes who has 
spent hundreds of hours compiling a huge Power-
point archive of the choir’s 85 years of activities. 
Peter’s collection has been an invaluable help to 
Frank because the cuttings date back to 1947, the 
year of the Holmfirth tragedy in which nine people 
lost their lives when a coach carrying choir mem-
bers, relatives and friends crashed.  Peter had spent 
more than a month on and off in Sheffield Newspa-
pers’ cuttings library photocopying all the articles 
he could find that had been in the Star and Morning 
Telegraph, formerly the Sheffield Telegraph.
 Frank’s digital archive not only contains press cut-
tings but also photographs, sound and vision record-
ings, including from radio and television, concert 
programmes, posters, competition ephemera and 
more, and runs at more than 600  Powerpoint slides 
and is still growing as more material comes to light. 
  
Frank, a member for 55 years, joined the choir 
from the St Mary’s church choir and went on 
to become chairman for nine years. He writes: 
FOLLOWING my retirement in 2016 I was 
looking through some old choir press cuttings 
and realised that I had dozens of individual 
files on my computer which Peter Goodman 

had sent me and I thought it would be a good 
idea to put them together in chronological or-
der as one file rather than having to open each 
tiff file, jpeg or pdf separately.
  As with most things historical, once you start delv-
ing into the past you soon become hooked and seek-
ing even more information. That’s how this archive 
started. I decided to put them in to a Powerpoint 
presentation as I had some experience working in 
this software and I knew I could also insert photo-
graphs to illustrate the press cuttings if necessary. 
I fairly quickly had the press cuttings in order but 
then I thought I could add a few sound files from 
recordings we had of the choir. This grew to record-
ings of more than 130 songs (some of the record-
ings better than others) but I felt it gave a good 
indication of the types of music we were singing 
throughout the years and with different conductors. 
To further this theme, I thought I would scan all 
the concert programmes I had collected which also 
provided a great record of the songs we had sung 
throughout the last 50 years. 

TV programmes
Warming even more to my task, I decided to include 
video footage from television programmes featur-
ing the choir along with photographs of our many 
successes. I was fortunate to be able to borrow VHS 
tapes from choir members who had taped some of 
our television appearances which I could convert in 
to digital format to insert in the presentation. Un-
fortunately, some of these are not of the quality we 
have come to expect but they are very interesting 
to see. So that’s really how the archive came about. 
Looking back at the remarkable history of the choir 
and its amazing success has been hugely reward-
ing and something I have thoroughly enjoyed. 
Robert has described the project as labour of love. 
It certainly wasn’t a labour and I loved doing it. It 
brought back many happy and proud memories of 
my time with this great choir and I hope there are 
many more to come. 
  The file is too large to share by email or cloud- 
based storage but if anyone would like a copy please 
let me have a USB memory stick with at least 10gb 
storage and I will copy it onto the memory stick. 
Your computer needs to have Powerpoint 2010 or 
later to play all the video.  

Digital
archive a
labour of
love

Frank Milnes: compiler
of a treasure trove

Castle harvest raises £1,874 
for Macmilan nurses
The annual harvest festival at the Castle Inn, Bol-
sterstone, on Sat October 5th, organised by choir 
vice-president Gordon Webster, raised a magnificent 
£1,874 for Macmilan nurses. Gordon was assisted by 
Andrew Raynor, Caroline Webster, Nick Slater and 
John Howden. As is the custom, the choir donated an 
auction prize - a bottle of brandy

Former choir chairman and secretary 
Alan Hobson recalls that when Jeffrey 

Wynn Davies (see obituary) attended his 
interview for the position of music direc-
tor, he told the panel that he had applied 
for the job after being “blown away” by 
hearing the choir sing at the Royal Albert 
Hall three years before in the Sainsbury’s 
Choir of the Year competition.  Jeffrey won 
the post against three other candidates. 
One of those short-listed was Chris 
Wiltshire who went on later to lead the 
choir and to arrange many pieces for us. 
Jeffrey had told his interviewers that in the 
event of him not being successful .... he 
would like to join the choir to sing with the 
second tenors. 

Festival boost for young people
Young people who have reaped the 
rewards of the Valley Music Festival 
gathered at Ponti’s restaurant in Fox 
Valley to  celebrate their progress.
  More than 350 performers took part in 
last year’s festival which attracted ap-
proaching 1,000 people to the Fox Valley 
shopping centre and Stocksbridge High 
School over two days.  The festival is pre-
sented by Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir 
and Inyerface Arts in partnership with the 
Fox Valley Food and Drink Festival.
  The festival’s success last year meant 
that four promising young people re-
ceived scholarship awards to further their 
musical development. Money raised at 
the festival was boosted by a donation 
from the Dransfield Foundation - the 
charitable offshoot of Dransfield Proper-
ties, owner of Fox Valley. Grants totalling 
£2,200 were made. Five local schools 
benefited.

 The four young people who received 
grants were: Gao Roberts, aged 10, piano 
(Oughtibridge Primary); Flynn Rog-
ers, aged 10, trumpet (Stocksbridge Ju-
niors); Grace Hanson, aged 13, singing 
(Stocksbridge High School) and Frances 
Holmes, aged 15, singing (Stocksbridge 
High School) 
  Festival director Hilary Osborn told the 
Ponti’s gathering that the progress and 
growing confidence of the youngsters 
who had received tuition grants at a time 
when schools struggled to find music 
funding,  showed what the festival was 
all about.  “We showcase the talent across 
the community, involving people of all 
ages, and promising young musicians 
benefit from the money raised”, she said.
  Cailean Simpson, aged 10,  of the No 
Identity singing group, showed the gath-
ering the Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir 
Raymond English Trophy which the 

group had won at last year’s festival 
for being the most promising young 
performers.  Bradfield School was 
among the five local schools receiv-
ing grants. They bought a set of 40 
ukuleles. And Deepcar St John C 
of E Junior School used their grant 

to visit the Royal Opera House 
in London to see a modern opera 
which inspired them to make a vid-
eo. This year’s festival planned for 
June was to be expanded but given 
the national emergency  was post-
poned.

Cailean Simpson, Grace Hanson, Gao Roberts, Frances Holmes, and 
Flynn Rogers                                                     Photograph: Rebecca Aitken


